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SHIRE OF MENZIES 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Dear Council Member, 
 
The next Special Meeting of the Shire of Menzies will be held on Thursday 15 August 
2013 in the Shire of Menzies Council Chambers commencing at 10.00am. 
 
 
________________________      ______________ 
N P Crawford        Date     
Chief Executive Officer 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Menzies for any act 
or omission or statement or intimation occurring during this meeting. 
 
It is strongly advised that persons do not act on what is heard at this meeting and 
should only rely on written confirmation of Council’s decision, which will be provided 
within fourteen (14) days of this meeting. 

 

FINANCIAL INTEREST 
(EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 1996) 

 
A financial interest occurs where a Councillor, or person with whom the Councillor is closely 
associated, has direct or indirect financial interest in the matter. That is, the person stands to 
make a financial gain or loss from the decision, either now or at some time in the future. 
 
An indirect financial interest includes a reference to a financial relationship between that person 
and another person who requires a Local Government decision in relation to the matter. 
 
Councillors should declare an interest: 
a) In a written notice given to the CEO before the meeting: or 
b) At the meeting immediately before the matter is discussed  
 
A member who has declared an interest must not: 
 
 Preside at the part of the meeting relating to the matter: or 
 Participate in, or be present during any discussion or decision making procedure  
 relating to the matter. 
 
Unless the member is allowed to do so under Section 5.68 or 5.69, Local Government Act 1995 
 
Ref: Local Government Act 1995 Division 6 – Disclosure of Financial Interest.  
Specifically Sections 5.60, 5.61, 5.65 and 5.67 
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MINUTES FOR SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 
1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The Shire President (Cr Gregory Dwyer) declared the meeting open at 9.40am, 
 welcomed the attendees, and proceeded with the Agenda as planned. 
 
2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 
 None 
 
3. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 

3.1 PRESENT: 

 Councillors:  Cr G Dwyer   President 

    Cr P J Twigg   Deputy President (by phone) 

     Cr J A Dwyer   Councillor 

     Cr C K Purchase  Councillor 

    Cr I R Tucker   Councillor 

 

  Staff:    Mr N P Crawford   Chief Executive Officer  

     Ms R Jones   Deputy CEO 

 
Moved:  Cr I Tucker     Seconded:  Cr J Dwyer 

 
That Cr P Twigg be permitted to attend the meeting by telephone. 

 
         CARRIED:  4/0 

 
 3.2 APOLOGIES 
  Councillors:  Nil 

Staff:   Mrs D Crawford  EA to CEO 
 

 
 3.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 
  Nil 
 
 
4. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 None 
 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 None 
 

6. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None 
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7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

7.1 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – 29 MAY 2013 

 
 VOTING REQUIREMENTS: 

Simple Majority Decision required 
 

COUNCIL DECISION/OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Moved:  Cr J Dwyer    Seconded:  Cr I Tucker 
That the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on 29 May 2013 be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
 
9.54am      CARRIED:  5/0 
 

8. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 
 None 
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9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS 

 9.1 MANAGEMENT AND POLICY BUSINESS 

  9.1.1  ADOPTION OF 2013/2014 FINANCIAL BUDGET 

 

SUBMISSION TO:   Special Meeting of Council, 15 August 2013 

LOCATION:    Shire of Menzies  

APPLICANT:   N/A 

FILE REF:    ADM043 

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST: None 

DATE:    5 August 2013 

AUTHOR:    Rose Jones, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHOR:  

SENIOR OFFICER:   Peter Crawford, Chief Executive Officer 

SIGNATURE OF SENIOR  
OFFICER:  
 
PREVIOUS MEETING  
REFERENCE:   None 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  
Appendix “9.1.1” – 2013-14 Annual Budget 
 
SUMMARY: 
Council is required to consider the Adoption of the 2013-14 Annual Financial Budget 
and associated fees and charges. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At its Ordinary Meeting in April 2013, Council adopted a level of rating anticipated for 
2013-14. This was subsequently advertised to the public and no submissions were 
received. The Minister for Local Government has approved the proposed Differential UV 
rate where the higher (Mining) rate in the dollar is more than twice the lowest (Pastoral) 
rate in the dollar.  
The Statutory Budget has been developed following a review of the draft budget at a 
budget workshop on 1 August 2013. 
 
COMMENT: 
 
RATES: 
Rate increases for the 2013-14 financial year have been set with the CPI and WA Local 
Government Cost index in mind. The latest indications of the WALGCI are that the trend 



Shire of Menzies  Page 7 
Special Meeting of Council – Saturday 17 August 2013  Minutes 

is that the index is continuing to fall. The twelve month increase to December 2012 was 
2.9% and to March 2013 was 2.5%. 
Minimum rates have increased by 10% but were unchanged in 2011-12 and 2012-13. 
UV Mining rate has increased by 2.7% to reflect the increased VGO valuations for 
mining tenements. GRV rate has increased by 6.1% 
 
FEES AND CHARGES: 
The Fees and Charges have increased marginally and in general consistent with CPI. 

 Private works plant hire rates have remained unchanged following a significant 
review last year 

 Caravan Park fees for unpowered sites have been reduced and the discount for 
longer stays (over 6 weeks) has been eliminated. 

 Portable toilets are no longer serviceable and have been deleted 

 Gas charges are no longer required as gas has been taken over by the Menzies 
Hotel. 

 Rate refund fee is introduced in an attempt to recover costs associated with the 
process. 

 Charges for commercial advertising in the Menzies Matters have been set. 
 

RESERVE ACCOUNTS: 
In view of the significant road and housing construction program planned for 2013-14 
funds have been withdrawn from Reserves to fund the construction of dwellings, the 
Main Street upgrade, the development of a Water Park in Menzies and to road 
construction.  
 
REPORTING VARIANCE: 
It is proposed to again adopt a percentage of plus or minus 10% and $10,000 to be 
used for the reporting of variances of actual expenditure and revenue against the 
Budget in the monthly report on financial statements. 
 
CONSULTATION:   
Members of Council 
Shire of Menzies senior staff 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT:  
Local Government Act 1995 
Section 2.7(2) – Provides that Council is to oversee the allocation of local government 
finances and resources and to determine local government policies; and  
Section 3.1 – Provides that the general function of the local government is to provide for 
the good government of persons in its district. 
Section 6.2 – Requires a local government to prepare an annual budget by 31 August 
Section 6.16 – Allows a local government to impose and recover a fee or charge for 
goods or services it provides 
Section 6.32 – States that a local government may impose differential rates to make up 
a budget deficiency. 
Section 6.33(1) – Allows a local government to impose differential rates 
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Section6.33(3) – Requires that local government to obtain permission from the Minister 
prior to imposing differential rates more than twice the lowest differential rate imposed. 
Section 6.36 – Requires a local government to give local public notice prior and 
consider submissions to imposing differential rates. 
Sections 6.45 and 6.47 – Allows a local government to levy fees and interest, grant 
discounts or waive/grant other concessions 
Section 6.51 – Allows a local government to charge interest on overdue rates or service 
charges after the debt become due 
 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 
Regulation 7 – States that a reserve account must be clearly titled with its purpose 
Regulation 27 – Sets out the details that the budget notes are to contain 
Regulation 34(5) – States that the local government must adopt a value or percentage 
as a material variance to report on 
Regulation64(1) – Requires the local government to set out the dates on which 
instalments become due 
Regulation 67 - Allows a local government to impose a charge for payments by 
instalments 
Regulation 68 – State the maximum interest rates for instalments is 5.5% 
Regulation 70 – States the maximum interest rate for overdue rates under Section 
6.51(2) is 11% 
 
Waste Avoidance and Resources Recovery Act 2007 
Section 66 – Enables a local government to impose an annual charge in respect of 
premises provided with a waste service by the local government. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:  
Policy 3.5 – Budget Preparation, outline the process and timetable for the setting  
The Budget and the striking of the rates prior to 31 August in that year. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
In Adopting the Budget, Council is advising of the financial situation of the Shire 
including the revenue sources and expenditure items for the financial year 2013-14. 
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 
None 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENTS:  
Absolute Majority Decision required for Items 1, 2, 3, and 4 
Simple Majority decision required for Item 5 
 
11.49am:  Cr Purchase left the meeting 
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COUNCIL DECISION/OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION:    No:  0383 

 
MOVED:  Cr J Dwyer       SECONDED:  Cr I Tucker 
 
1. That Council, in accordance with Section 6.32 of the Local Government Act 

1995, impose differential rates for the year ended 30 June 2014 as per the 
following: 

          Rate         Minimum 
Unimproved Value   
UV Other   2.25c in $     $220 
Mining Leases 12.68c in $     $220 
Exploration Leases 12.68 in $     $220 
Prospecting Leases 12.68c in $     $220 
 
Gross Rental Value 

  

GRV Improved   6.52c in $     $220 
   
 
       CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
 

COUNCIL DECISION/OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION:    No:  0384 

 
MOVED:  Cr J Dwyer      SECONDED:  Cr I Tucker 
 
2. That Council, in accordance with Section 6.45(1)(b) of the Local Government 

Act 1995, offer the following options for the payment of rates: 
 
Option 1 – Payment is to be made in full by a single instalment by the due date of 
2nd October, 2013. 
 
Option 2 – Payment is to be made by four equal instalments at intervals of no less 
than 2 months. 
 
Determine the four instalment dates for instalment payment options as follows: 

 First instalment due by 2 October, 2013. 
 Second instalment due by 4 December, 2013. 
 Third instalment due by 5 February 2014. 
 Fourth instalment due by 9 April 2014. 

 
In accordance with Section 6.45(3), (FM Reg. 68) of the Local Government Act 
1995, impose a 5.5% interest rate, to apply to the second, third and fourth 
instalments. 
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In accordance with Section 6.45(3), (FM Reg. 67) of the Local Government Act 
1995, impose an administration fee of $7.00 to the second, third and fourth 
instalments. 
In accordance with Section 6.51(2), (FM Reg. 70) of the Local Government Act 
1995, impose a late payment penalty interest rate of 11% on rates that have not 
been paid by the due date and where instalment option 2 has not been taken up. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
 

COUNCIL DECISION/OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION:  No: 0385 

 
MOVED:  Cr J Dwyer      SECONDED:  Cr P Twigg 
 
3. That Council, in accordance with the Waste Avoidance and Recovery Act 2007 

impose the following charge for 2013-14: 
 

 Domestic and commercial rubbish removal – per bin per service $135 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
 

COUNCIL DECISION/OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION:  No:  0386 

 
MOVED:  Cr I Tucker      SECONDED:  Cr J Dwyer 
 
4. That Council, in accordance with section 6.2 of the Local Government Act 

1995, Adopt the Annual Budget for the year ended 30 June 2014 as appended. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 

COUNCIL DECISION/OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION:    No:  0387 

 
MOVED:  Cr J Dwyer       SECONDED:  Cr I Tucker 
 
5. That Council, in accordance with the Local Government (Financial 

Management) Regulations 1996, regulation 34(5), adopt a percentage of plus 
or minus 10% and $10,000 to be used for the reporting of variances of actual 
expenditure and revenue to budgeted expenditure and revenue in the monthly 
report of financial activity for 2013/2014. 

 
 
12.19pm         CARRIED:  4/0 
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10. NEXT MEETING 
The next Special Meeting of Council will be held on a date to be determined. 

 
11. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 The Shire President closed the meeting at 12.19pm. 
 



Appendix "9.1.1" - 2013-14 Annual Budget
































































































