
 
 

 
Information on Sea Containers 

  
1. A sea container used in association with a single house is classed as an outbuilding 

(i.e. shed).   
   

2. Under the terms of the Shire’s Local Planning Scheme No.2 outbuildings located on 
any land classified ‘Rural Townsite’ zone do not require the Shire’s development 
approval subject to compliance with the following requirements:  

i. The development standards and requirements set out in the Scheme for the 
Rural Townsite zone are satisfied; and  

ii. The works comply with the deemed-to-comply provisions of the R-Codes (R10 
density); and  

iii. The works are not located in a heritage-protected place.  
   

3. Outbuildings located on any land classified ‘Rural’ zone also do not require the Shire’s 
development approval subject to compliance with the following requirements:  

i. The development standards and requirements set out in the Scheme for the 
Rural Townsite zone are satisfied; and  

ii. The works are not located in a heritage-protected place.  
   

4. The placement and use of sea containers on any land classified ‘Rural Townsite’ and 
‘Rural’ zone that does not contain an existing dwelling or an approved dwelling 
proposed to be constructed (i.e. a building permit approval has been granted by the 
Shire) will require the Shire’s development approval as it falls under the use class 
‘warehouse/storage’ which is a discretionary use in the Zoning Table of Local Planning 
Scheme No.2 for these two zones.   

   
5. The placement and use of sea containers in all other zones also falls under the use 

class ‘warehouse/storage’ and will require the Shire’s development approval in each 
and every instance. No exemptions to the need for development approval are 
applicable under Local Planning Scheme No.2.  

   
6. The placement and use of sea containers for the transportation of goods on any land 

in the Shire for a period of up to 48 hours does not require the Shire’s development 
approval. For any period longer than that the landowner must seek and obtain the 
Shire’s temporary approval which can only be granted for a period of up to 12 months. 
A formal development application is not required for temporary usage for this purpose.   

   
7. If a landowner wishes to use a sea container for residential purposes on a temporary 

or permanent basis they must seek and obtain the Shire’s development approval for a 
‘repurposed dwelling’ which can only be approved on land classified ‘Rural’, ‘Rural 
Townsite’, ‘Commercial’ and ‘Tourism’ zone.   

   
8. The use of a sea container for ‘camping ‘purposes still falls under the use class 

‘repurposed dwelling’ because it is classified as a building that will still effectively be 
used for residential purposes and therefore requires development approval. The 
Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Act 1995 and the associated regulations do not 
apply.  

   
  


