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Kookynie News  

We pay our respects to the traditional owners and elders of 

the lands on which we live and work. 

 



Welcome to the first quarterly issue of the Kookynie News  
1st issue January—March  
2nd issue April—June 
3rd issue July—September  
4th issue October—December 
 
The Kookynie News will be all about Kookynie. History, stories and news . 
All welcome to contribute.  
 
If you would like to share any items articles or tales.  please contact Debbie 
Pianto at the Menzies Visitor Centre  on 9024 2702 or  
email cso2@menzies.wa.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

              



                  

 

Kookynie News deadlines for publication 

If you have Item or article you would like to have included in the Kookynie News   

please contact Debbie Pianto at the Menzies Visitor Centre on 9024 2702 or  

email to cso2@menzies.wa.gov.au 

The deadline for each quarter will be  the last Friday of the quarter 

General Information notices are welcome, as are notification of upcoming local events. 

If you have recipes, gardening tips or ideas for any other pages, all ideas are 

 welcome. 

 

The Kookynie News will be available online through the Shire’s website.  

Hardcopies are  distributed at the  Admin Office reception, CRC reception, Grand Hotel 

Kookynie, Menzies Hotel,  Laurie’s Café and in every private mail box at the Post Office. 

The Shire also sends an electronic copy to community members who request to  their person-

al email. If you would like to receive a electronic copy please email 

cso2@menzies.wa.gov.au. 



 Opening of the 
Kookynie Railway  

 



 
 
 

Opening of the 
Kookynie Railway  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Niagara Dam  

 

Niagara Dam is the third largest dam erected in Western Australia, after the 
Victoria and Mundaring Dams. The design is a scaled-down replica of the 
Mundaring Dam. 
 
Niagara Dam was constructed by the Railways Department in 1897 –1898. 
The intention was that the dam would provide  plenty of fresh water for the 
trains that would be steaming along the new railway linking Kalgoorlie with 
Malcolm. 
 
A contact for the construction of the dam was appointed on the 20 January 
1897 to H Nelson. This was to take 12 months for an estimated £24,315 how-
ever , difficult foundation conditions helped to delay completion until well into 
1898 and to inflate the cost to £42,000. The cement used for the construction 
was imported from overseas in wooden casks, railed to Menzies and then 
transported by camel to the site at Niagara.  
 
By the time the Dam had been completed, very little water had accumulated 
due to lack of rain. During this time of construction a good supply of under-
ground water had been located in Kookynie. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Yarns around the Fire  
 

Yarns and tales will be published on this page. 
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 Community 
Bus to  
Kalgoorlie 
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   Electors 
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Meeting  

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

       

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  Valentines 
Day 

    


