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Shire President’s Report  

As we welcome the New 

Year, I extend my warmest 

wishes to all residents, 

businesses and visitors to 

the Shire of Menzies. 

The year just passed has reminded us of the 

strength, resilience and generosity that define 

our community. Through both challenges and 

achievements, it is your commitment to sup-

porting one another and to caring for our 

shire that continues to make Menzies a spe-

cial place to live and work. 

Looking ahead, the New Year brings fresh  

opportunities for growth, collaboration and 

progress. Council remains committed to 

working with our community to improve  

services, strengthen local development and 

protect the unique character and heritage of 

our shire. 

On behalf of Council, I thank you for your  

continued support and engagement.  

I encourage everyone to take part in shaping 

the year ahead and to look forward with  

optimism and confidence. 

May the New Year bring good health,  

prosperity, and happiness to you and your 

families. 

Happy New Year. 

Paul Warner 

 

Shire Updates 

The Shire of Menzies Annual 
Report for the 2024/2025  
financial year was accepted 
by the Council on 17  
December 2025.  
The report can be viewed 
online at 
www.menzies.wa.gov.au.  
Copies are also available at 
the Shire Office; 
124 Shenton Street, Menzies  
 

 

 

Rob Stewart 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

Rob Stewart 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
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Acting CEO’s Message 

When I was asked to take 

up the role of Acting CEO 

for Menzies starting in the 

new calendar year, I did 

not hesitate to respond in 

the affirmative. The people of Menzies have 

always been welcoming and friendly and 

there are always plenty of challenging  

opportunities for an Acting CEO. May I thank 

Peter Bentley as he heads toward retirement 

for the excellent job he has done while Acting 

CEO. A tough act to follow and he has served 

the Menzies community well. 

My first few days have been spent meeting 

with Councillors and staff to check on 

achievements and concerns. I’m pleased to 

say that concerns are minimal and  

achievements are many. 

Although the first Council Meeting of the year 

won’t be held until 19 February, a lengthy 

meeting with Shire President Councillor Paul 

Warner assisted me to set out a template for 

future goals and to set priorities for the  

balance of this financial year and to look  

further forward with relation to the  

Community Strategic Plan and Corporate 

Plan. Without setting those priorities there is a 

potential for staff and resources to be  

overwhelmed resulting in less than optimum 

performance. As I mentioned earlier, the  

previous Acting CEO is a tough act to follow 

and there is no time to rest on our laurels. 

That’s it from me for this edition of Menzies 

Matters. Next edition will have a more  

complete report of what is happening from a 

Council perspective. 

In the meantime, I hope your year is happy 

and prosperous. 

 

Rob Stewart 

 

Niagara Dam Nature Reserve—Photo by CJ Maddock 
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 Date  Time  Location 

Thursday, 19 February 2026  5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 19 March 2026  5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 16 April 2026 5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 21 May 2026  5PM Tjuntjuntjara 

Thursday, 18 June 2026  5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 16 July 2026  5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 20 August 2026  5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 17 September 2026 5PM Tjuntjuntjara 

Thursday, 15 October 2026  5PM Menzies 

Thursday, 19 November 2026 5PM Menzies 
Thursday, 17 December 2026  5PM Menzies 

Ordinary Meetings of the Council  
The next Ordinary Council Meeting is scheduled to be held on Thursday 19 February at 5pm in 

Menzies. Members of the public are welcome to attend. At the start of each open meeting, time is 

allocated for Public Question Time. The Agenda will be available to view on the Shire of Menzies 

website. Public questions should be submitted by 12 noon on the business day prior to the meeting 

by completing the form on the Shire website, visit menzies.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ 

for more information.  

The public is advised that, pursuant to Regulation 12(2)(a) of the Local Government 

(Administration) Regulations 1996, the Council has approved the following dates, times and  

locations for Ordinary Council Meetings for the period ending 31 December 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Published Council Meetings are open to the public, except when otherwise stated, and prior notice 

will be given for any Special or Committee Meetings that are called. 

Recording of Meetings 

 - All Council Meetings are digitally recorded, for audio only, except for Confidential Agenda 

Items (in accordance with Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995) during which time 

recording ceases. 

 - Following publication and distribution of the meeting minutes to Council Members the  

digital audio recording will be available on the Shire's website. 

Defamation - cl 14K Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

 (1)A local government is not liable to an action for defamation in relation to any of the  

following done by the local government as required or authorised under this Part- 

 (a) publicly broadcasting a meeting; 

 (b) making a recording of a meeting; 

 (c) making a recording of a meeting publicly available; 

 (d) retaining a recording of a meeting or a copy of a recording; 

 (e) providing a copy of a recording of a meeting to the Departmental CEO. 

Rob Stewart 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION 
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Menzies Nursing Post 
Located at: 

52 Archibald St, via Mercer St, Menzies 

Weekly Visits from the Community Nurse, 

available Monday, Tuesday and  

Wednesday with monthly visits from the 

Doctor.  

Call 08 9024 2044 or 0409 107 016  for more 

information. 

If the Nursing Post is unattended  and in 

need of immediate health  advice call: 

24 HOURS HOTLINE - 1800 022 222  

POISON INFORMATION: 

24 HOURS—CALL 13 11 26I 

ALWAYS CALL 000 FOR EMERGENCIES  
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What’s Up in the Night Sky? 
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Lady Shenton Mine 
 

Despite the fact that several men were put off at 
the Lady Shenton mine, most of the available 
miners have secured employment in the districts, 
the Riverina mine has relieved quite a good deal 
of the local unemployment question lately. The 
Sand Queen Gladsome Mine at Comet Vale has 
also absorbed a number and late reports from  

 
 

this quarter are that just over 100 men are em-
ployed by the management. The happy Warrior 
and the First Hit mine go quietly along, but big 
things are expected of the latter within a short 
time. 

Taken from the Goldfields Observer 5 April 1936  

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society  

Above article and image supplied by the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society.  

Since its formation in 1946, the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society has been     

recording, preserving, researching and promoting the history of this region with 

one goal – ensuring that our shared heritage and ghost town memories live on. 

Come and view the displays and explore the extensive collection of historical 

photographs, reference materials, books and significant objects.  

Where we are: Old Boulder Municipal Power Station Building, 49 Hamilton Street, Boulder (next to 

Loopline Park) Opening times:  Weekdays: 9.00am to 2.00pm 

For more information please visit www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au  
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Goldfields History - School News  

Menzies Public School. 
 

OPENING CELEBRATION. 

There was a large gathering at the new Govern-

ment school house yesterday to celebrate the 

completion of the build and its being opened for 

school purposes. Among those present were the 

Mayor (Mr S. B. Schlam), Warden Owen, Mrs Owen, 

Miss Hastings, Mr H. Thomas (head master of the 

school), Mrs Carden, Mrs Lyons, Mrs Bissett, Mr A. 

Brown, Rev. J. B. Meredith Chaplin, Cr McMeikan, 

and many others.  

The Mayor in formally declaring the school open, 

referred to the great struggles which the public 

had made to get the school erected. At first they 

were offered an iron building, which they were not 

inclined to accept, and eventually they had ob-

tained very much better accommodation than 

was at first offered. The place that had been built 

would, he thought, answer all requirements. He 

had much pleasure in declaring the school open, 

and in doing so referred to the fact that it would 

be almost the last official act he would perform 

as Mayor.  

Cheers were then given for the Mayor, the War-

den, the Education Department, Mr Thomas, the 

head master, and his two assistants, Miss D. 

O'Meagher, and Miss Jowett.  

Under the direction of Mr Thomas, the school chil-

dren sang several choruses, and gave some en-

tertaining displays of their proficiency in mental 

arithmetic.  

The visitors then distributed among the large 
number of children present, biscuits and lollies, 
which had been generously donated by Messrs J. 
Wohlherr, Walsh and Son, West and Harris, and 
Kennedy Bros. A great deal of amusement was 
caused by scrambles among the children for lol-
lies, and when that was over, the company dis-
persed. 

Menzies Weekly Times, Saturday 11 June 1898  

The Western Mail, February 13, 1936 
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My Sentimental Journey, M. M. Moore (Lena) nee Green  

Former resident Betty Hindle has fond memories 
of her time in Menzies, she remembers our local 
resident Janet Henderson and her siblings who 
attended the Menzies school, where Betty’s  
husband taught.  

Through correspondence she has sent us a letter 
that was in her care. It recounts the journey of an 
elderly lady returning to the town she grew up in 
and the memories of her childhood in Menzies in 
the early part of the last century when the town 
was as she remembered it a booming mining 
centre. This is the first instalment of that letter. 

 Wednesday 27th Aug. 1969. My grand-
daughter Carolyn Moore (16 yrs 9 mths) & I left 
Perth on the Kalgoorlie Express at 5:55 PM, arriving 
Kalgoorlie 7 AM next morning. 2½ hrs later, 9:30 
AM, we left on the Mulga train, its destination be-
ing Leonora, which it would reach at 6 PM. We 
were going to Menzies, where my 2 sisters, broth-
er & myself were born (between 1900 & 1908), me 
the 2nd eldest. Train arrived Menzies 11:10 AM. The 
weather perfect. Mr. George Templeman, my late 
sister-in-law’s brother, had booked us in at the 
Railway Hotel (the only one left of 13) that were 
there in the old days, it being of brick construction 
& 2 storey. 

George Templeman had intended meeting & 
looking after us (his own words in a letter to my 
sister) for we could only be there 24 hours as the 

train goes up from Kalgoorlie on Thursdays then 
Leonora to Kalgoorlie Friday of each week. Unfor-
tunately, he had taken ill early in the week and 
was in Kalgoorlie hospital, but had made ar-
rangements with his sons Gary & John (the latter 
home for August holidays from Carnarvon where 
he is a schoolteacher) to meet us and drive us 
round. 

I was struggling to control my emotions (Carolyn 
having given me a lecture as we were nearing 
Menzies). I was 11½ yrs old (1916) when we left that 
once great booming gold mining town of Menzies 
(also sandalwood cutting for export). Now 53 yrs 
later (I am 65) I was returning on a sentimental 
journey to a ghost town. My memory has always 
been good for most of my 11½ yrs there & felt I 
could have walked blindfolded from the Railway 
Station to the Hotel which my father, John Freder-
ick Green, was proprietor for 2½ yrs. I was about 
8½ then, & early 1915 moved into the Exchange 
Hotel the remains of the same now housing the 
engine for the town lighting and goes “clink clink” 
all day until midnight when it “lights out” & hurri-
cane lamps take over, at least at the Hotel, one 
being placed outside each bedroom door. 

6th January 1916 we left Menzies for Fremantle, 
the Menzies hotels had gradually dwindled over 
the years to 8 and then 3, hoteliers had "bought 
out" 5 and we were one of the 5. 

THE 'OCEANIC,' FREMANTLE. 

Mr. Jack Green, lately of the Exchange Hotel, Menzies, 

has taken over from Mr. Visser the well-known Oce-

anic Hotel, Fremantle. Mr. Green was for nearly 20 

years, one of the leading hotelkeepers - at Menzies, 

and he left the goldfields town carrying the goodwill 

of everybody. who knew him. Among the workers of 

the Port host Green should cultivate an extensive cli-

entele, and follow in the footsteps of his predecessor.  

Truth (Perth, WA : 1903 - 1931), Saturday 18 March 1916 
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Your skin is your body’s largest organ. It works as 
a protective covering for your body. The skin is 
tough and flexible and helps protect your internal 
organs from the outside world. 

Your skin has many functions: 

• Your skin protects you against bacteria,  
viruses, and parasite infections as a part of 
the body's immune system. 

• It shields the body from harm caused by  
injuries and chemicals. 

• By preventing loss of water and body fluids, 
skin helps control your body temperature. 

• Skin allows you to feel things, such as heat, 
cold, touch, pain, and vibration. 

Skin absorbs ultraviolet light from the sun, which 
you need to make vitamin D. Vitamin D is  
important for good bone health. Most Australians 
can get enough vitamin D through safe exposure 
to the sun. 

Skin conditions affect people differently. Some 
common skin conditions include: 

• acne 

• cellulitis 

• eczema or dermatitis 

• psoriasis 

• rosacea 

• hives (urticaria) 

• Warts 

Skin conditions can be caused by: 

• allergies or irritants 

• insect bites 

• bacterial, fungal or viral infections 

• stress 

• hormonal imbalance 

• a build-up of sweat or oil on the skin 

Skin conditions can also occur due to problems 
with the immune system. Smoking, drinking  
alcohol, and some medicines may worsen your 
skin condition. 

Exposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the 
sun is the most common cause of skin cancer. 
Skin cancers are the most common types of  
cancer in Australia. If you need to go out in the 
sun, it’s important to protect your skin if the UV 
index is 3 or above. 

Here are some tips to help protect your skin from 
UV damage: 
Slip on sun-protective clothing that covers as 
much skin as possible. 
Slop on sun protection factor (SPF) 30+  
sunscreen before going outside and reapply  
every 2 hours. 
Slap on a hat that protects your face, head, neck 
and ears. 
Seek shade to stay out of direct sunlight. 
Slide on sunglasses when you’re outdoors to  
protect your eyes from the sun. 

Protecting your Skin  - Nurse Linda, Menzies Nursing Post  
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Letter to the Editor  
  Hello everybody, I hope you all had a great 

Christmas and New Year. 

  Have any of thought about the future of Men-

zies? Particularly for when the gold runs out? Gold 

being a finite thing, it will run out sooner or later. 

  For some years now, I've had the notion that it 

might be a good idea to found a university in or 

around Menzies. There are a number of reasons 

why I thought a university here might be a good 

thing, other than for when the gold runs out. 

  Firstly, this area would make a great base from 

which to study the ecosystems in a semi-arid re-

gion such as ours. Mining research and develop-

ment would be another viable course of study, 

seeing as there is more to mine than gold. These, 

along with other studies, of course. 

  Secondly, the presence of a university would 

give Menzies some measure of population stabil-

ity, making other long term projects more viable. 

A more stable population would also provide 

more employment opportunities. 

  Thirdly, Menzies makes a perfect place for an 

observatory, and perhaps also a Biosphere. If one 

does an internet search for "Biosphere II", one can 

find many references to the sort of thing I have in 

mind. Perhaps ours could be "Biosphere M". 

  A university doesn't necessarily have to start big. 

I suspect that starting with only a handful of 

courses would be satisfactory, with a view to later 

expansion as opportunity avails itself. What would 

we call our university? Why, Menzies University of 

course. Or perhaps Menzies Outback University? 

Either way, education is seldom wasteful. 

  I would very much like to hear what others think 

of this idea, or perhaps even some alternative 

ideas for the long term future of Menzies. 

Regards 

Roland 
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Events Calendar —   January / February 2026  
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