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Shire President’s Report  

I attended Keith  

Purchase’s Memorial on 

the sidetrack along 

Jeedamya Flats. It was a 

wonderful turnout and a 

fitting tribute to a well-loved and highly re-

spected member of our community. Keith 

was known for his generosity, good humour 

and larrikin spirit, and it was heartening to see 

so many people gather there to celebrate his 

life. 

I also had the privilege of attending the Aus-

tralian Local Government Association (ALGA) 

National General Assembly (NGA) Confer-

ence in Canberra alongside Councillors Jill 

Dwyer, Ian Baird and Sue Wessely. 

The conference commenced with the Out-

back Way Breakfast at Parliament House, at-

tended by Outback Way councils, Parliamen-

tary Friends of the Outback Way and other 

key supporters. The Shire of Menzies and the 

Shire of Leonora remain proud supporters of 

this nationally-significant project. 

We heard presentations from Rick Wilson MP 

and Marion Scrymgour MP and caught up 

with family friend and Senator for South    

Australia, Kerrynne Liddle, all strong advo-

cates for the Outback Way. 

One of the highlights was meeting with Julian 

Leeser MP, Shadow Minister for Indigenous 

Australians and Shadow Minister for             

Education. We discussed the importance of 

progressing road sealing in Tjuntjuntjara town 

site, along with educational opportunities for 

students in the community. Mr Leeser           

expressed a strong interest in improving 

school attendance and supported initiatives 

aimed at increasing classroom participation 

and educational excursions. 

While formal meetings with Federal politi-

cians can be difficult to secure due to their 

busy schedules, one of the greatest benefits 

of the conference was the opportunity to en-

gage with fellow councillors and local gov-

ernment representatives from across  

Australia. 

One thing I can say with confidence is that 

many more people now know where the Shire 

of Menzies, Lake Ballard and Niagara are, and 

more importantly, what our Shire has to offer. 

Every conversation helped raise the profile of 

the Shire of Menzies and reinforced that, while 

we may be geographically remote, we have 

an important story to tell. 

Paul Warner 
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Acting CEO’s Message 

Budget At the Special 

Meeting of the Council to 

be held on 3 July, the 

Council will consider 

adopting its 2026/2027 

Budget. The highlight of this budget is that 

the Council will be expected to keep its total 

revenue from rates to the same level as 

2025/2026. 

The Council acknowledged that some in the 

community have been feeling the impact of 

inflation and also the cost of fuel due to con-

flict overseas. By keeping rate revenue the 

same as the previous year, the Council is al-

so acknowledging the discipline that is re-

quired in keeping levels of expenditure in 

check, maximising investment revenue and 

ensuring the level of debtors is prudent.  

Regarding debtors, the Council is aware that 

levels have been increasing so that attention 

is required. Generally high levels of debt 

(strictly speaking an asset on the balance 

sheet) require that increased revenue be 

raised to keep the financial books of account 

in balance. In short this means that others 

must meet the costs of those debts. The 

Council will be looking at outside assistance 

to ensure recovery of outstanding debts. 

National Congress Some councillors and the 

Acting CEO recently attended the National 

Congress of the Australian Local Government 

Association. This annual event presents an 

opportunity for councils across Australia to 

develop policy impacting local government 

at a national level, hear Federal politicians 

speak and network with other local govern-

ments. 

Substantive CEO The search for a substan-

tive CEO has begun, with the Council’s Selec-

tion Committee already having met once. 

As readers of Menzies Matters will know, this 

is a highly regulated process and can take 

some time to complete. 

Disputed Election Local Government elec-

tions were held in October last year. The 

Council engaged the Electoral Commission 

to run those elections. An allegation has 

been made that the poll held at Tjuntjuntjara 

closed early, preventing some from voting. 

This matter must be decided by a judge 

hearing evidence from both sides, one side 

being the Electoral Commission and the oth-

er side being the complainant. 

There have already been several hearings 

and the next one will likely be held in October 

of this year. The judge could order that the 

whole election be held again if it is found that 

the poll indeed did close early. 

Cattle We have been advised that the gates 

for the portable cattle yards are now fabri-

cated. When they arrive, they will be fitted to 

the yards and the process of impounding 

(another highly regulated process) can 

begin. 

 

Rob Stewart 
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SHIRE OF MENZIES 

Public Notice Disposal of New Bin Lifter and Hydraulic Lifter 

The Shire of Menzies gives public notice that it intends to dispose of one new Bin Lifter and 

Hydraulic Lifter to Paupiyala Tjarutja Aboriginal Corporation (PTAC) for the nominal amount 

of $1.00, in accordance with sections 3.58(2) and 3.58(3) of the Local Government Act 1995. 
 

The transfer is considered to be in the best interests of both organisations, given the com-

munity’s distance from the Shire and the Shire’s limited capacity to oversee the unit’s ongo-

ing maintenance and operation. 
 

Submissions on the proposed disposal must be addressed to the Acting Chief Executive Of-

ficer and emailed to admin@menzies.wa.gov.au by 4.00pm on Friday, 17 July 2026. 

 

 

 

Rob Stewart 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

SHIRE OF MENZIES 

SCHEDULE FEES AND CHARGES FOR 2026/2027 

In accordance with Section 6.19 of the Local Government Act 1995, notice is hereby given 

that at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Thursday, 18 June 2026, Council adopted the 

2026/2027 Schedule of Fees and Charges, effective from 1 July 2026. 

The Schedule of Fees and Charges outlines the fees, charges and service costs applicable 

to a range of Shire services and facilities for the 2026/2027 financial year. 

A copy of the 2026/2027 Schedule of Fees and Charges is available for public inspection at 

Shire of Menzies Administration Office, Lot 124 Shenton Street, Menzies WA 6436 from 8.30am 

to 4.30pm. The Schedule can also be viewed and downloaded from the Shire’s website at 

www.menzies.wa.gov.au.  

For further information, please contact the Shire Administration Office on (08) 9024 2041. 
 

 

Rob Stewart 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
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Ordinary Meetings of the Council  
The next Ordinary Council Meeting is scheduled to be held on Thursday 16 July at 1pm in Menzies. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend. At the start of each open meeting, time is allocated 

for Public Question Time. The Agenda will be available to view on the Shire of Menzies website. 

Public questions should be submitted by 12 noon on the business day prior to the meeting by com-

pleting the form on the Shire website: menzies.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ 

for more information.  

The public is advised that, pursuant to Regulation 12(2)(a) of the Local Government 

(Administration) Regulations 1996, the Council has approved the following dates, times and  

locations for Ordinary Council Meetings for the period ending 31 December 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Council Meetings are open to the public, except when otherwise stated, and prior notice will be 

given for any Special or Committee Meetings that are called. 

Recording of Meetings 

 - All Council Meetings are digitally recorded, for audio only, except for Confidential Agenda 

Items (in accordance with Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995) during which time 

recording ceases. 

 - Following publication and distribution of the meeting minutes to Council Members the  

digital audio recording will be available on the Shire's website. 

Defamation - cl 14K Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

 (1)A local government is not liable to an action for defamation in relation to any of the  

following done by the local government as required or authorised under this Part- 

 (a) publicly broadcasting a meeting; 

 (b) making a recording of a meeting; 

 (c) making a recording of a meeting publicly available; 

 (d) retaining a recording of a meeting or a copy of a recording; 

 (e) providing a copy of a recording of a meeting to the Departmental CEO. 

Rob Stewart 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 Date  Time  Location 

Thursday, 16 July 2026  1PM Menzies 

Thursday, 20 August 2026  1PM Menzies 

Thursday, 17 September 2026 1PM Tjuntjuntjara 

Thursday, 15 October 2026  1PM Menzies 

Thursday, 19 November 2026 1PM Menzies 
Thursday, 17 December 2026  1PM Menzies 

COMMUNITY NEWS & INFORMATION 
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Menzies Nursing Post 
Located at: 

52 Archibald St, via Mercer St, Menzies 

Weekly Visits from the Community Nurse, 

available Monday, Tuesday and  

Wednesday with monthly visits from the 

Doctor.  

Call 08 9024 2044 or 0409 107 016  for more 

information. 

If the Nursing Post is unattended  and in 

need of immediate health  advice call: 

24 HOURS HOTLINE - 1800 022 222  

POISON INFORMATION: 

24 HOURS—CALL 13 11 26 

ALWAYS CALL 000 FOR EMERGENCIES  
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What’s Up in the Night Sky? 
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Eastern Goldfields Historical Society  

Early days of Menzies  
the first mines  

Taken from Reminiscences of by-gone Menzies 
by the Old Fossicker & On the Northern Fields by 
Henry Harris.  

In the latter part of 1894 Menzies was prospected 
by J. Brown, C. Kirby and C. Jackman. At that time 
Menzies and McDonald were out on behalf of a 
Perth syndicate and met Brown at the Ninety-Mile. 
With the idea of effecting a sale, Brown induced 
Menzie to accompany him to the new find, about 
25 miles to the north. The only work done on 
Brown's lease, later known as the Pioneer, was a 
pothole about 6 ft. deep, disclosing a reef about 8 
ft. wide, carrying visible gold. Running short of wa-
ter, Menzies had to return to Rock Soak, 18 miles 
east of the Ninety-Mile, and it was when returning 

from this journey that he and his mate specked 
gold on the Shenton ridge. In a short time they got 
together a large number of specimens and a 
quantity of free gold. Two leases were pegged, 
known as the Shenton and the Florence, respec-
tively, and the mates set off for Coolgardie to ap-
ply for the ground. During their absence, Hall and 
Daly, representing the Octagon Syndicate, 
pegged out north and south of Menzie 's leases 
along the line of reef. The day after Menzie arrived 
back on the spot. Harry Rees pegged out the 
Golden Age, and Sherry and Wedderburn pegged 
out leases which they named the Lady Sherry and 
the Wedderburn. 

Want to read more, you can purchase the book 
from the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society. 
https://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/

Above article and image supplied by the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society.  

Since its formation in 1946, the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society has been     

recording, preserving, researching and promoting the history of this region with 

one goal – ensuring that our shared heritage and ghost town memories live on. 

Come and view the displays and explore the extensive collection of historical 

photographs, reference materials, books and significant objects.  

Where we are: Old Boulder Municipal Power Station Building, 49 Hamilton Street, Boulder (next to 

Loopline Park) Opening times:  Weekdays: 9.00am to 2.00pm 

For more information please visit www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au  
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Events Calendar — July / August 2026  
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