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SHIRE OF MENZIES 

Bush Fire Burning Periods for 

2009/2010                                                                                              

The following times are the Burning Periods 

for the Shire of Menzies for the forthcoming 

financial year 1/07/2009 to 30/06/2010                                                        

Prohibited Burning Periods:                        

December 15th 2009 to April 14th 2010                        

Restricted Burning Periods:            

April 15th 2010 to May 14th 2010                                                  

Brian Seale JP Chief Executive Officer Shire 

of   Menzies PO Box 4 MENZIES. WA 6436                                                       

Phone: 90 242 041 Fax: 90 242 110 

SHIRE OF MENZIES  

Council Meetings 2010 

Council Meetings are usually held 

in the Council Chambers at 

9:00am in the Menzies Town Hall 

Please note that  for 2010 all  

Council Meetings will be held on 

the 4th Thursday of each Month. 

The next three Meetings for 

2010 will be:-  

March - Thursday 25th 

April - Thursday 22nd 

May - Thursday 27th 
The general public are welcome for 

question time at the start of each 

months Council Meeting. 

STAFF APPOINTMENTS 
Patricia Tressider will be the new face for the Customer Service Officer 

position. Patricia will be sharing the work with Debra Seale who has been 

acting in this position for some time.  We would like to welcome Patricia, 

who is a local on board.   

Andrew Tucker has moved back to Menzies with his family to take on the new Shire 

Ranger appointment .  Andrew will be starting the Ranger position once the new truck   

arrives.  Andrew has been working with the garden crew for the interim and is now a     

familiar face with the Shire staff. 

Sandra Hunter will be back on board for the weekends at the Resource Centre and was 

a familiar face during last years peak visitor season at the Visitor Centre.  



Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting of Council held  

   Thursday February 25th 2010. 

 

1. Caravan Park Upgrade Project. 

Council addressed the Tenders for the final three stages of the development of the Caravan Park in the       

Electrical and Communications component, the Hydraulics, Waste and Water services, and also the Civil 

and roadwork‟s components and contracts were issued to contractors for this work in the sum             

approximating $750,000, so this aspect is very exciting for Menzies and we are hopeful this work will    

conclude shortly and the patrons relocated to the site by June 2010. 

2. Sale of Vacant Land. 
It is very encouraging that vacant land continues to be sold in both Menzies and Kookynie and this strong     

interest is very valuable for the shire. Again at this meeting a number of vacant lots were sold and we are 

much encouraged by this strong interest. 

3. Local Government  Reform Process. 
Council for the shire of Menzies is required to make a submission to the Minister by March 26th, 2010 as to  

the requirement to respond to the Minister‟s proposal to enter into a “Regional Collaborative Group” 

of shires and where an explanatory meeting will be conducted in Leonora on Friday March 5th, 2010 by the 

Representatives from the Reform Panel in Perth as to how this could work for the Northern Goldfields 

Shires. The Shires involved in this collaborative process are Leonora, Laverton, Menzies, Wiluna and 

Ngaanyatjarraku and the views of Council will be crystallized by the March meeting of Council as a result 

4.Water Playground 

Council endorsed the concept “In Principle” of providing a “Zero Depth” water Playground for the 

town  subject to further details being provided as to cost, location, grant funding and maintenance type  

issues for the 2010/11 year.  Accordingly this is  a wonderful idea and very pleasing to see such intentions 

in the heart of Council. 

5. ―The Menzies Awareness Day‖ 
This local event is developing splendidly under the watchful eye of Cr. Kelly who is the chairman and co-

ordinator of this day to remember the tragedy of the Toodyay Fires and a well known singer “Norm Price” 

is coming to sing for Menzies on April 17th,. 2010, so can anticipate a wonderful social event for Menzies on 

that day. 

6. Composting for Menzies. 
Council approved of a composting facility to be located in the Shire depot and thus garden refuse can be put to 

good use on Gardens and vegetable patches (etc) , so again a very innovative concept from the shire of 

Menzies has been approved and likely to be in use within the month. 

7. Tjuntjuntjara Community – Support for a General Store. 

Council supported the provision of a Grant application of nearly $500,000 to assist this remote community in 

the establishment of a replacement store through the “Royalties for Regions” concept and although the 

continuation of the fund remains a little in doubt Council nevertheless applied within the time frame and 

we hope this is successful for this unique community, where further advices will issue shortly. 

8. Ablutions for the Lady Shenton. 
This construction project has had its fair share of issues, though the February meeting saw some interesting 

variations of  how this matter could be resolved. Accordingly, we are hopeful this matter will draw to a 

close promptly, once we agree upon a mutually acceptable solution to the exiling issues. The provision of 

ablutions will be a great enhancement to the facilities of the centre and we look forward to this aspect 

drawing to a prompt conclusion. 

            Cont. Page 4 
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Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting of Council held  

   Thursday February 25th 2010 (cont.) 

 

9. Restoration of the ―Old Post office‖ Building. 
This unique premises has fallen into disrepair in recent times and Council is keen to ensure it is restored and 

remains for generations to come. With that in mind, Council has approved an initial $40k,000 to make 

good some immediate repairs but is seeking a full assessment of the requirements of the restoration so this 

can be accommodated all at the onetime rather than a piece-meal approach. Accordingly, it is very evident 

the “Heart of Council” is committed to the restoration of this wonderful icon of Menzies history.                

t  

10. Ward Boundary Review Structure. 
Council for the Shire of Menzies has adopted a new structure of “Wards” for the shire which has been adopted 

by the Advisory board. The new structure deletes the present arrangement of the “Menzies Ward, The 

Kookynie Ward and the Ularring Ward”  , to create two new wards being the Towns Ward and The Rural 

Ward. The present Shire representatives for these wards are : 

            Menzies Town Ward                   Rural Ward 

   1. Cr. Dwyer (G.)                      1. Cr. Stubbs 

   2. Cr. Tucker                             2. Cr. Bandry 

   3. Cr. Kelly                                3. Cr. Dwyer (J.) 

   4. Cr. Pusey 

 

11. Placement of the Centenary Plaque. 
Council approved of the placement of the Centenary Plaque at the new Information Centre in Kookynie and 

where the “Kookynie Volunteer Association” will arrange for the installation of this historic plaque. 

 

12. Brown Street Re-alignment. 
      This very complex restructure of this intersection has been an on-going issue for some time and council has  

 now engaged a surveyor to prepare depot sited plans to redesign this location, close obsolete roads and 

 R.O.W.‟s, enlarge some existing freehold land, reduce some UCL lots and create further freehold land.  

 Accordingly this is quite an exercise and is likely to take twelve months to conclude. However, the process   

 has commenced.  

 

13. Support for the Tjuntjuntjara Community. 
Council supported this community has further been provided with a donation of $9,300 towards assistance in 

ensuring the community is able to attend a football match in Albany later this year. This will become an  

annual event and an annual budget provision as a mark of support for the community. Furthermore Council 

has agreed to plan the sealing of the internal roads of the community in order to minimize the dust issue 

and to commence the formalization of the town site. This will be subject to grant funding being available, 

but nevertheless, a great step forward and a wonderful sign of commitment and support from Council. 

 

Brian W. Seale     J.P. Chief Executive Officer 

 Shire of Menzies W.A. Ph- 9024-2041 Fax-9024-2110 Mobile 0409-114 509 
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Shire of Menzies Position Vacant 

S H I R E   O F    M E N Z I E S 

 
 

 

Works Supervisor 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and experienced applicants to fill the role of 
Works Supervisor for the Shire of Menzies. The position will be based in Menzies which is situ-
ated 132 kilometres north of Kalgoorlie on the Goldfields Highway. This is an opportunity to ex-
tend your career in Local Government. An information package is available from Debra, Ph: 08 
90242041 or Email: admin@menzies.wa.gov.au. Applications close at 12 noon on Wednesday 
10

th
 March 2010 Further details are contained in the position description or by contacting the 

CEO. Address all applications as confidential to the address below. 

 

Brian Seale JP                                                                                                                                                                                

Chief Executive Officer                                                                                                                                                                                            

Shire of Menzies, PO Box 4, MENZIES WA 6436                                                                                                                                                                                    

Staff - The Grader Driver, Charlie‟s Farewell 

Photos provided by Ken Atkinson 

mailto:admin@menzies.wa.gov.au
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Coming to Menzies - Saturday 13 March 
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Coming to Menzies - Saturday 17 April 

MENZIES  

EMERGENCY 

AWARENESS DAY  

Saturday 17 April  in 

conjunction with the 

evenings entertainment 

featuring Norm Price. 

The Emergency   

Awareness Day will 

start from 2pm til 5pm 

on the Town Oval with 

a Bouncy Castle. 

Menzies St John, FESA, 

Leonora Police, RFDS 

amongst a few of the 

many that will be there 

on the day.  

 

 BBQ Food will be 

available during the day 

and  between 5 & 6pm     

before the Norm Price 

concert. Food proceeds 

to the Community 

Groups providing the 

BBQ.  

 

TRASH & TREASURE & RAFFLES 

Proceed for this will go to John Menzies Sub Centre for new equipment for the 

Ambulances. Any new and second hand goods will be gratefully received for this 

fundraiser. Contact Jerry Lenane on 0448 242 041 or Debbie Pianto on       

0410 766 076. Alternately you can leave any items with Robyn or Sandi at the 

Menzies Resource Centre. Watch this space for more info in April Menzies. 
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Who ate  all 

the meat!!   

Hic… Hic... 

Northern Goldfields Sports & Recreation News 
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Northern Goldfields Sports & Recreation News 
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Who ate  all 

the meat!!   

Hic… Hic... 

Coming to Menzies - Friday 26th March 
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Menzies Clean Up Australia Day Information 
Friday 30th April 2010 

Clean-Up Day  - The actual day is Sunday 7th March and Schools 

day on Friday 5th March.  It has already been proposed that we 

defer this day until after Easter when the weather is milder. 
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Tourism in the Menzies District - Siberia 

Reproduced from the West Australian News Paper 
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Spinifex Art Stories - Profile of  Artist Betty Kennedy 

Unstretched Artwork Size - 1100mm x 1100mm 

 

Spinifex Art Gallery is inside the ‗Former‘ Lady 

Shenton Hotel. Shenton Street, Menzies 

 
   Story & photo reproduced with kind permission from Ilkurlka Community. 
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Who ate  all 

the meat!!   

Hic… Hic... 
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Occupational Health & Safety Training Opportunities 
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Local Stories - Chummy and Maureen‟s Labour of Love 

Chummy & Maureen saved what 

they now call their home from   

being pulled down in early 2006 by 

buying what was once a              

dilapidated house. By having affection and providing tender love 

and care they have proved that with a little bit of paint and a bit 

of    elbow grease you can turn anything into a HOME.  

When Chummy &  

Maureen bought the Property  

The final product 

During home renovations  
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St John Ambulance Menzies Sub Centre - News 

If you would like to become a Volunteer  

for St John Menzies Sub Branch - 
Contact Jerry Lenane Mob: 0448 242 040 or Katie Lenane Mob: 0400 203 767 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING—Sat 3rd April  @ 4pm  

Training held each Wednesday 6pm and monthly General Meeting are  

usually held on the first Saturday of each month with training from 

12pm-2pm before and a social BBQ after the General  Meeting.  All 

Training & Meetings at the Ambulance Shed in Mercer Street Menzies.  

If you want to help a ―working bee‖ will be underway in early 

March when the steel frames arrive for the Sub Centre extensions.  

Below: Menzies volunteers during the Primary Ambulance Care Course 20 & 21 Feb 2010 

Photos provided by Ken Atkinson 
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LEONORA COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Appoints  Ph: 90 376083 

POITIER MEDICAL PRACTICE   

LEONORA 

Appointments please phone 90 376 238. 

For Emergencies phone Leonora Hospital 90804300 

 

Margaret Davies - Practice Nurse  

Is at Poitier Medical available every Tues & 
Wednesday for Male & Female Health Checks, 
Pap Smears and Breast Checks. Margaret is 
also  qualified to perform Worksafe Audiology & 
Spirometry testing, Mine Workers Health           
Surveillance, Pre – employment Medicals and 
drug screens.   

     

Appointments please phone 90 376 238. 

POITIER MEDICAL     
PRACTICE  LEONORA - Specialists 

March 2010 

 

Tues 9   Dr Robyn Leake - Gyno 

Mon 15  Mental Health Clinic 

Wed 17  Helen O‟Sullivan  

  - Diabetic Educator  

For Appointments Phone Bev  

90 376 238 

Some of these specialists also visit the   

Leonora Community Health Centre 

Phone 90 376 083 for more info. 

 

  Regional & Community Health Information 

Cancer Council   

Helpline 

13 11 20 
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Menzies Health Centre Information 

MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE 

CLINIC Generally attended by Sister Sam 

MONDAY  -  FRIDAY  Ph:  90242044 

FOR IMMEDIATE HEALTH ADVICE 

CALL HEALTH DIRECT 1800 022 222  

ANYTIME DAY OR NIGHT 

POISONS INFO AVAILABLE 24Hrs  

13 11 26 

IF URGENT CONTACT 000 or 

SHIRE : 90242041 / A.H. 90242051 

POITIER MEDICAL PRACTICE   

LEONORA 

DR APPOINTMENTS - Ph: 90376238 

EMERGENCIES - Ph: 90804300  

MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE 

Next RFDS Clinic for 

Feb & March 2010 

Tuesday March 23rd  

Dr. Martin Gross 

Appointments & Enquiries  

 Ph: 90242044  
 

MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE 

Please Phone 90242044 for more info. 

Menzies Health info for  Visitors 

Short or Long Stay  

If you have a significant  

Medical History you can contact the 

Health Clinic to have your Medical 

History recorded for future Visiting 

Doctor & Specialist  Appointments 

while you stay in Menzies. 

Population Health  

Information Session 

Staff are giving a talk on the  
use and effects of "substances"  
i.e. alcohol, illegal drugs etc. 

This session is available to the 
general public and also recom-
mended for St John  Ambulance 
volunteers. 

It is an information session and 
you should feel free to ask any 
questions. (See page 22) 

         When: Tues 9th March  

Where: Menzies Shire Hall 

Time:  1pm - 4pm. 
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      CENTRECARE GOLDFIELDS  

 For Appointments in Menzies please phone the contact below 

CENTRECARE - NEXT APPOINTMENTS 
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Who ate  all 

the meat!!   

Hic… Hic... 

  Health Care Information 
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 Health Care Information 
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Community Notice Board 

Wanted to Buy 
Old Trucks, Tractors,      

Machinery and Collectables 
Phone Tom Porter on 

90713342 or 

Mob: 0427 713 342 

Centrelink Agent 

Contact – Alana Cameron 

 Phone:  90242504 Fax: 90242191 

Open 8 -11am Weekdays 

At the MAC Centre, Walsh Street Menzies    Menzies Public Library  

A monthly exchange of books from the State 

Library of  WA includes Adult and  Junior,   

Fiction & Non-Fiction Books, DVD‟s,  Videos  

&  Audio Books (both  Cassette & CD).     

Free membership to locals and  there is always 

something new with many monthly donations 

of books and DVD‟s.                                  

A quiet reading space within the library makes 

for a pleasant spot to while away a few hours 

over a book, magazine or for research. Inter-

net  service also available in the Telecentre 

room. 

Enquires for Book Group welcome. 

All Inside the „Former‟ Lady Shenton Hotel. 

Cnr Brown & Shenton Streets, Menzies 

 

Phone 08 90 313 805 - after 7pm 
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 Community Notice Board 
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Menzies Resource Centre and Shire Office 

WESTCOAST SEAFOOD next 

visit to MENZIES will be on  

March 11th and all the dates for 

future months marked in red on 

the Calender above. Phone in        

advance for special orders. 
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Goldrush Tour 

Bookings  
Now available at the Menzies Visitor 
Centre. Book for the  Goldfields GRT 

Express from Menzies to Kalgoorlie or 
Laverton. Other regional Tours Include 
Lake Ballard and History & Heritage 
Tues 2 March 2010 Onwards - Daily 

Bookings 1800 620 440  or       
www.goldrushtours.com.au 

Menzies Visitor Centre Ph: 90 242 702 

Cash Only Facilities  

Call in and pick up a brochure, plan your 
day trip and book in advance here. 

Getting about the Goldfields 

*Now departs from bus bay at the Visitor Centre  

Menzies Visitor Centre 
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Local Business Info 

Menzies Hotel Open from 10am Daily 

Meals Weekdays & Toasted Sand-

wiches, Pies Pasties & Sausage 

Rolls 

Evening Special $16 or order from 

the Blackboard Menu 

Meals Sunday  

Counter Meal 12—2pm  

Evening Roast Special 

$16 

Accommodation Ph: 90242016 

 

Menzies Roadhouse  

Petrol & Diesel 

Monday to Saturday -  

6.30am to 7.30pm 

Sunday -  

7.30am to 12 noon 

Located 

Cnr Shenton & Wilson Streets 

Where you turn off to Lake Ballard 

Sit Down & Takeaway 

Meals & Grocery lines 

LPG Bottle Exchange 

Ph: 90242046 

Grand Hotel Kookynie 

70 kms NE of Menzies 

Outback Pub in a Living Ghost Town.  Visit the new 

Information Bay, pick up a brochure and wander the 

town site seeking the ‘ghosts’ of the past. Visit 

Nearby Historic Niagara Dam, Picnic & Gas BBQ    

Facilities, Toilets, Camping and Two Walk Trails.  

 Grand Hotel Kookynie  

Food, Accommodation,  Petrol & Diesel  

Monday to Saturday - 9 am to 9pm    

Sunday - 10am to 9pm  

Takeaway & Counter Meals, Lunch 

& Evening. Breakfast by arrange-

ment for travelers .  

Grocery lines & LPG Bottle fill.  

Fuel Diesel & Unleaded  

Camping Ground adjacent to hotel 

Ph: 90313010 Fax: 90313001 
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Small Business Centre Goldfields 
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Small Business -  Skills & Training Workshops 
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Business Notices 

Shed World 

9531 2200 

sales@shedworld.com.au                

 4/12 Field St Pinjarra  

Yes, we will build in regional WA! 
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Drinks to Keep you Cool for the Remaining Summer 
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NAIDOC Week Poster Competition 
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    Helen Bullock MLC 
       Member for Mining & Pastoral 

MEDIA STATEMENT  

16 February 2010                                                                                                                                                               

Plan needed to help protect families from electricity price hikes 

 

Member for Mining and Pastoral, Helen Bullock, has called on the Barnett Government to protect Western Australian 
families from massive electricity price hikes. 
 

“Western Australia face a massive 77 per cent electricity price hike over the next four year and by 2014, the average 
electricity bill for Western Australian families will double to a crippling $2101,” Ms Bullock said. 
 

“These power price hikes will leave most family budgets in tatters and many will struggle to make ends meet.” 
 

Ms Bullock said it was very concerning that a record 77,000 WA households had asked for  emergency help to deal 
with electricity bills. 
 

“Labor set aside $780million in the State‟s budget to help Western Australian families pay their electricity bills,” Ms 
Bullock said.  
 

“Mr Buswell took that $780million out of the budget and put the entire burden onto Western    Australian households. 
 

“Given the financial hardship confronting a record number of families it is time the Barnett 
Government helps cushion the blow.” 
 

“The Barnett Government needs to look at how these power increases are delivered and make allowances for fami-
lies already struggling.” 
 

Ms Bullock is urging people who are struggling due to increased prices in electricity, water and other utility costs to 
contact her office on 9022 9144 or call into 8/35 Brookman Street. 
 

Media Contact: 9022 9144 

Public Notice on Power Prices 
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Wildlife in the Menzies District 

The Malleefowl Momentum 

By Susanne Dennings 

Farmers and Landowners – a community’s response to the cultural and 

heritage values of their Malleefowl 

Australian communities have in the past and are continuing to take an increasing lead-
ership role in driving Malleefowl conservation particularly in Western Australia.            
In deed, the charismatic life style of the Malleefowl has captured hearts and minds 
across the country.   One proactive isolated „sheep and wheat‟ farming community in 
the south west has been working against incredible odds to preserve the species and 
this is their story.    

Malleefowl Leipoa ocellata are listed as „vulnerable‟ under the Commonwealth Environ-

ment Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999 and the 2007 IUCN Red List of Threatened 

Species.  In Western Australia, they are listed as „fauna that is rare or likely to become 
extinct‟.   

The species belongs to the family Megapodiidae, the ground dwelling mound builders. 
The megapode family is made up of seven genera confined to the islands of south-
east Asia, south-west Pacific and Australia and generally understood as a sister group 
to the Galliformes.  They use external heat sources to incubate their eggs by various 
means from the warm sand of Indonesia‟s tropical beaches to constructing an earth 
mound filled with leaf litter gathered from the forest floor.  Of all the mound builders, 
Malleefowl are  unique to the arid/semi-arid regions of Australia.   One would wonder 
why any self respecting megapode should choose such a low rainfall sparse environ-

ment to make a composting incubation mound. The Malleefowl, however, have developed a most sophisticated and elaborate 
incubation method spending up to 11 months of the year constructing a mound of soil filled with litter.  They maintain a constant 
32-34 degrees c during the breeding season (Sept-Mar) by adjusting soil cover, then when the decomposting heat diminishes, 
solar energy is utilised by spreading the mound soil to heat in the sun.  Malleefowl lay a large egg weighing approximately 10% of 
the body weight at 3-8 day intervals burying them deep in the egg chamber above the composting material.  Upon hatching, the 
chick may take up to fifteen hours to emerge.  The young Malleefowl receives no parental care and can fly within 24 hours.  Sadly 
it has an estimated survival rate of less than 2%. 

In the south western Australian mallee country three small towns; Borden, Gnowangerup, and Ongerup are linked to a rural shire 
that takes its name from the Noongar Aboriginal word for malleefowl, the „Gnow‟.  Like most farming districts, the Gnowangerup 

Shire landscape has been severely modified resulting in the clearing of 85% of the natural bushland for agriculture.  Today, the 
remaining remnant vegetation is further under threat from stock grazing, rabbits and increasing salinity. 
The „gnow‟, or „malleehen‟, as it is also locally known features on the coat of arms as the Gnowangerup Shire faunal emblem, 
vehicle number plate, school emblem, hospital aged care building and a multitude of local community group and business logos. 
In 2007 the bird provided a focus for an Ongerup eco tourism, research and information centre that currently houses the admini-
stration offices of the Malleefowl Preservation Group.    

In 1991 local resident, John Davis was commissioned by the Gnowangerup Shire President to carve a malleefowl, now a show 
piece in the shire administration building.   Describing himself as a „bushie with a difference‟, John‟s keen interest in nature be-
came internationally recognised when he discovered his new found talent for wood carving Australian birds.  Without doubt his 
bulldozer and school bus contracting businesses provided many opportunities to observe nature and all it had to offer.    

Upon accepting the Malleefowl carving commission, John realised with concern that he could no longer take a short drive out of 
town to study the bird.  His only option was a 700 km return trip to the Perth Zoo.  One year later John learnt this captive Mallee-
fowl had been taken by a fox.   This news, his dedication to native wildlife and local Landcare membership motivated him to „do 
something about the loss of our malleehens‟.   So began the formation of the Malleefowl Preservation Group with an out bush „on 
the back of the ute‟ meeting at their only known Gnowangerup Shire Malleefowl breeding site north of Ongerup, known as „Kelly‟s 
block‟.   This small 138 ha isolated bush remnant had been saved from clearing by a multitude of fortuitous events.   Several at-
tempts to burn it in the 50-60‟s failed followed by a final unsuccessful clearing plan when the tractor dragging its „rolling‟ log broke 
down.  The owner, Jack Vaux well understood the threats to sheep grazing in bushland that contained poison plants known locally 
as „box‟ and „narrow leaf‟ (Gastrolobium stenophyllum and Gastrololium parviflorum).   The bush block was quickly fenced off to 

avoid further stock losses.  The result - a protected remnant in a cleared landscape supporting threatened species including the 
Western whipbird Psophodes nigrogularis.   In addition to the Malleefowl, it was the loss of more obvious species such as the 

brush wallaby Marcopus irma that drove the owner to save this patch of bush for future generations.  Sadly the last brush walla-

bies were eradicated by a non professional visiting „roo‟ shooter. 

Over the coming years the Malleefowl Preservation Group (MPG) was formed initially as a sub group to the local Landcare move-
ment under the direction and driving passion of its founder, John Davis.  It developed a „Community Action Plan‟ to prioritise fu-
ture actions firstly by raising the profile of the Malleefowl in Western Australia then working towards identifying remaining popula-
tions. With guidance from the National Recovery Plan for Malleefowl and personal support from its author, Dr. Joe Benshemesh, 

the group contributed to, and encouraged a National conservation approach through linking with similar interstate communities 
and research scientists.            Cont. next page 
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The Malleefowl Momentum - continued                                                                                                                                           

Based in Ongerup, a small community of just 120 residents, the Malleefowl Preservation Group well recognised its future operational and 
volunteer challenges.  So much to do, so few people, isolation, declining infrastructure and aging rural populations.   Just how would the 
group implement its full action plan?  A major Community Awareness and Education program was embarked upon in 1994 to encourage 
support and increase understanding of the decline in Malleefowl populations throughout the southern half of Western Australia.            
The group focused on a series of country show and field day displays then turned its energy to developing a school education program.    
Designed as a curriculum/outcome based program, ‘Malleefowl Magic’ gained its introduction support from Sir David Attenborough and 
curriculum guidelines from environmental education officer, Janette Huston. To date 130 schools have received the education program 
which is currently being reviewed for future expansion.   

What of the Mums and Dads?   Well known Australian singer and song writer, John Williamson pledged his support by becoming the 
group‟s patron.  A man dedicated to the Australian environment with a similar farming background and a good understanding of the 
Malleefowl Preservation Group‟s members, John visited „Kelly‟s block‟ and has been closely linked to the MPG for the past 10 years.   

„Kelly‟s block‟ became a focal point for on-ground conservation work as the area was once recognised as a Malleefowl strong hold.   The 
now fully cleared nearby „malleehen paddock‟ is a bleak reminder of what once was.  In recognition of the local community‟s cultural sig-
nificance for the surviving population in „Kelly‟s block‟, the MPG set about constructing a series of wildlife bush corridors.  This vision  
developed from the realisation that the small remnant supported an astonishing breeding density of 5 active mounds and, secondly,  
farmers‟ personal observations of „malleehens‟ using a degraded bush connection along the „Little Ayre‟ paddock fence line.  Stretching 
some 63 kms to the east and west, the corridor was constructed in three stages through farmers‟ allocation of cleared and uncleared land 
to plant local providence seed collected from „Kelly‟s block‟.  The most recent 50 metre wide corridor extension (stage 3) was described in 
the group‟s Malleefowl Matter newsletter as the equivalent to an area of 1800 suburban housing blocks.   

More farmers from neighbouring shires became involved, some travelling from as far a field as Kojonup, 250 km to the west to participate 
in a special MPG partnership project with the Kent District Hunting for Conservation Group.  This organisation, a sub group of the     
Sporting Shooters Association, regularly patrol the corridor at night to eradicate feral cats and foxes.  

 How successful has this wildlife corridor project been?  The group pledged support to a dedicated PhD student who set up her primitive 
bush camp at „Kelly‟s block‟ to study the Malleefowl.   Her enthusiasm was infectious so that before long Jessica van der Waag had a 
multitude of willing helpers donning head torches to trek through the mallee at night, rain, hail or shine to monitor the survival and       
disbursal of malleefowl chicks.  Their use of the bush corridors has been mapped to date however further research and monitor ing is still 
required to identify long-term chick survival and adult movements. 

With all this activity, one apprehensive however important question continually arose on the group‟s agenda „How many Malleefowl do we 
really have left?‟.  As a long-lived species, it was recognised that a long-term commitment to monitoring populations needed to be    es-
tablished if community groups such as the Malleefowl Preservation Group were able to provide evidence of population trends and contrib-
ute to conservation guidelines.   

„It is crucial to describe the current distribution, abundance, and stability of remaining Malleefowl populations so that effective manage-
ment can be prescribed for poorly known populations within a landscape context.  Information is also needed to adequately assess the 
threats, examine the viability and conservation status of these populations, and plan the most effective and efficient management for self-
sustaining populations‟ Benshemesh, J: National Recovery Plan for Malleefowl, 2000.    

Initially the MPG set about establishing a „Malleefowl Sightings‟ project involving the broader community with the aim of identifying migrat-
ing and resident Malleefowl in agricultural landscapes.   Fifteen hundred sighting reports later, the project provided the basis for further 
research by PhD student, Blair Parsons.  It would seem that all is not bad news for the Malleefowl.   The report „Malleefowl Conservation 
– informed and integrated community action‟ 2008, Dr. Jeff Short and Blair Parsons states:  

‘We conclude that the long-term prognosis for Malleefowl in the Western Australian wheatbelt is much brighter than elsewhere in its range 
and that its status here is much more secure than previous published studies have indicated. However, their continued persistence    
cannot be taken for granted, requiring overall neutral or positive environmental trends over time throughout the wheatbelt for it to persist. 
These environmental trends relate strongly to maintenance of overall connectivity of the landscape and the maintenance of habitat quality 
within remnants (chiefly by the exclusion of grazing).’ 

Commencing in 1993, the MPG assisted community interest groups and the corporate sector to establish a series of Western Australian 
survey sites in search of Malleefowl mounds enabling and encouraging annual monitoring of breeding pairs. Their findings are an        
important contribution to the National Malleefowl Monitoring Program data base coordinated and managed by the Victorian Malleefowl         
Recovery Group.  

 Malleefowl surveys rely heavily on teams of 20-30 volunteers who camp out to bush walk each day carrying a back pack lunch and   
dinking water. Over the years, the MPG has developed an efficient „human chain‟ survey methodology implemented by a team of       
experienced and enthusiastic volunteers.   For many, it provided an introduction to GPS technology and, in most cases, a first „real bush 
walking‟ experience.  „State of the art‟ camp out facilities including an under cover kitchen and 12 volt battery operated hot showers fed 
from an old style copper in a cut off 44 gallon drum, ensure volunteer comforts are well catered for.   Insert photo 10  „Camping under 

the stars is wonderful especially at the end of the day when we all meet around the camp fire at night for the de-brief.  Hot showers?  
What a luxury however you have to be quick to beat the cold nights when the temperature can drop below zero.  Then of course if it‟s 
raining, plastic bags come in handy to keep our clean knickers and socks dry!‟ said one volunteer.    

From humble beginnings to save their „Gnow‟, the Malleefowl Preservation Group today boasts five environmental awards and a       
membership of 650 (approximately 2000 individuals).   The group continues to operate on a 95% volunteer basis contributing its success 
to keeping „its eye on the ball‟, appreciating and rewarding the commitment of its volunteers and maintaining a grass roots focus. 

The organisation has very much understood and promoted the iconic values of the Malleefowl.   Not without future challenges, the MPG 
is today at a cross roads in expanding Malleefowl conservation through developing a strategic „whole of biodiversity‟ community driven 
conservation program. 

Footnote: A half hour television documentary titled „It‟s Gnow of Never‟ telling the MPG story is available through the group‟s web site 
www.malleefowl.com.au or email: malleefowl.wa@wn.com.au the DVD documentary is also available to order through the Menzies    
Resource Centre at $20each. Ph: 90 242 702 
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Who ate  all 

the meat!!   

Hic… Hic... 

Menzies Matters 

 

A belated Birthday for - 

Nathan Seale - 27 Feb  

A BIG 21st Birthday for - 

Josh McAllan - 2nd  

Happy Birthday to -  

John McCarthy - 10th  

Justin Lee - 13th  

Josie Williams - 24th 

Rodney - 20th 

Chadwick - 20th & 30th 

Darian Tucker - 31st 

Have a Great Day ! 

If you would like a birthday listed in future months of the Menzies Matters, please contact Robyn on 90 242 702or visitorcentre@menzies.wa.gov.au 
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Pasta salad 

 
Category: 

Pasta, Salads 

Ingredients: 

1 packet of penne pasta 

1 Spanish onion 

1 can tuna in spring water 

A handful of chopped fresh parsley 

A handful of Spanish olives 

1 boiled egg 

Dressing: 

1 lemon 

2 tbsp of extra virgin olive oil 

Method: 

Cook pasta. 

Chop parsley and onion and egg. 

Finely combine cooked pasta with all    

ingredients. 

Kids pasta salad 

Category: 

Kids food, Pasta, Salads, Toddler , Easy recipes    

Ingredients: 

165g pasta shapes, cooked without salt until just  

 tender 

1 can tuna in spring water, drained – approx 150g 

1 small can sweetcorn in water, drained, or 150g       

 frozen sweetcorn. 

Juice of half lemon 

Method: 

Combine all the ingredients. Chill. 

This will keep a day or two in the fridge in an air-

tight container. 

Tuna and egg salad (lazy nicoise) 

 

Serving Size:  4 

Category: 

Dinner, Healthy, Salads, Easy recipes 

Special Info: Gluten free, Nut free 

Ingredients: 

400g can tuna in oil, drained 

4 hardboiled eggs, peeled 

4 handfuls baby spinach 

½ cup good quality mayonnaise 

1 tablespoon sweet chilli sauce 
(optional) 

Lemon wedges, to serve 

Method: 

Arrange spinach leaves on a serving platter. Flake the tuna onto the 

greens. Cut each boiled egg into halves or quarters and place around 

the tuna. Combine mayo and sweet chilli sauce (if using) and dollop 

around the salad. Place lemon wedges on the sides of the platter. 

Serve in the middle of the table and let everyone help themselves. 

Notes 

Again (sigh), my children wouldn‟t contemplate this much greenery, so 

allowing them to choose the bits they like off the platter reduces the meal 

time stress a little bit.. 

 
 

Recipe created by Melissa Hughes for Kidspot. 

http://www.kidspot.com.au/
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Calender of Events for March - April 2010 

1 Labour Day 

Public Holiday 

2 MYCG  AGM 

Resource Centre    
5pm 

3 4 5 6 St John PAC 

Menzies Town Hall     
9 am - 4pm 

7 St John PAC 

Menzies Town Hall 
9 am - 4pm 

8 9    Alcohol & 
Drug Workshop 
Town Hall Menzies 
1 - 4pm  See p.   

10  11 12 13 Men of Stone 
Menzies Town 

Hall See Page 18 

14   

15 16 17 18 Interagency 
Meeting  Menzies 
Resource Centre 

19 20  St John PAC 
Menzies Town Hall 

9am - 4pm 

21  St John PAC 
Menzies Town Hall 

9am - 4pm 

Your Photos 

Photos of the Old Catholic 

Church by Justin Lee 

22 23 24  25 Council 
Meeting Shire 
Hall 9am 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Sunday 25th 
ANZAC Day 

  1 2 Good Friday 

Public Holiday 

3    Easter                  
Saturday  

4   Easter 

     Sunday 

5 Easter            
Monday       
Public Holiday 

6  

 

7 8 9 10 11 
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