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History of Australia Day
The tradition of noticing 26 January began early in the nineteenth century with Sydney almanacs
referring to First Landing Day or Foundation Day.
That was the day in 1788 Captain Arthur Phillip, commander of the First Fleet of eleven convict ships
from Great Britain and the first governor of New South Wales, arrived at Sydney Cove.
Yet the tradition of having Australia Day as a national holiday on 26 January is a recent one. Not until
1935 did all the Australian states and territories use that name to mark that date. Not until 1994 did
they begin to celebrate Australia Day consistently as a public holiday on that date.
The evolution of Australia Day has included a number of nationally significant events, including the
strong emergence of the Indigenous rights movement on the sesquicentenary of 1938, and the huge
bicentenary celebrations of 1988.

Australia Day and Reconciliation
On Australia Day we recognise the unique status of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
The National Australia Day Council is committed to playing a part in the journey of reconciliation
through helping all Australians move forward with a better understanding of the past and how it
affects the lives of Indigenous people today.

National Symbols

Our symbols represent what is unique about the nation, reflecting different aspects of our cultural life
and history. They include: the Australian National Flag, the National Anthem, our National Floral
Emblem, our National Gemstone and our National Colours.
Our National Floral Emblem - the Golden Wattle Australia‘s National Floral Emblem is
the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha Benth). It has been used in the design of Australian stamps and
many awards in our honours system.
The golden wattle is an evergreen, spreading shrub or small tree. It grows in the under storey of open
forest, woodland and in open scrub in South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and the Australian
Capital Territory. When in flower, the golden wattle displays the national colours, green and gold.
As one species of a large genus of flora growing across Australia, the golden wattle is a symbol of
unity. Wattle is purpose-built to withstand our country‘s droughts, winds and bushfires. The resilience
of wattle represents the spirit of the Australian people.
In recent times, the golden wattle has been used as a symbol of remembrance and reflection. On
national days of mourning, for example, Australians are invited to wear a sprig of wattle. Our National
Gemstone
Our National Gemstone - The Opal Australia‘s National Gemstone is the opal. Opals are
famous across the world for their brilliant colours. There are common and precious opals—most of
Australia‘s opals are precious. Australia‘s opal fields eclipse deposits in the rest of the world. They
provide more than 90 per cent of the world‘s supplies of opal and almost all the highest quality,
precious opal. The black opal is almost only found in Australia. It has a colour play of red, green, blue,
violet, magenta or yellow flecks against a dark background of black, blue or grey. The world‘s supply
of quality black opal comes from Lightning Ridge in New South Wales.
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Shire of Menzies Information
SHIRE OF MENZIES
Bush Fire Burning Periods for 2009/2010
The following times are the Burning Periods for the
Shire of Menzies for the forthcoming financial year
1/07/2009 to 30/06/2010

SHIRE OF MENZIES

Council Meetings 2010
Council Meetings are usually held in the Council
Chambers at 9:00am in the Menzies Town Hall
Please note that for 2010 all Council Meetings

Prohibited Burning Periods:

will be held on the 4th Thursday of each Month.

December 15th 2009 to April 14t" 2010

The 1st three Meetings for 2010 will be:-

Restricted Burning Periods:
th

November 1st 2009

th

th

to December 14 2009 & April 15 2010 to May 14 2010

January - Thursday 28th
February - Thursday 25th
March - Thursday 25th

Brian Seale JP Chief Executive Officer Shire of Menzies
PO Box 4 MENZIES. WA 6436
Phone: 90 242 041 Fax: 90 242 110

The general public are welcome for question time at
the start of each months Council Meeting.

Meteoric rise from Community Service
Officer to Deputy Chief Executive Officer!
Carol McAllan has been working for the Shire for four
years and began as the Community Service Officer when Peter Crawford was the Chief Executive Officer. Early in 2009, Carol took on the
new roll as Rates and Accounts Officer. After a lengthy period with no
DCEO since Brad Pepper vacated the position in late 2008, it was
announced recently at the 2009 December Council Meeting that
Carol was the successful applicant for the DCEO position. Now
second in charge to CEO, Brian Seale, the Shire Council & staff
welcomes Carol on-board in her new role.
It is no surprise for the Shire of Menzies to see a woman in
a higher ranking role. Kathy Findlayson was a long standing Shire
President, there are now three female Councillor‘s and since the
1990‘s when the Shire only ever employed two admin staff (generally a
husband and wife team as the CEO & Registrar/DCEO) it could be a
first for Menzies having a female DCEO selected on her own merit.
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Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting of Council held
Friday December 18th 2009
1. Community Resource Centre.
Council supported the concept of an application for recognition as a Community Resource Centre, which
incorporates recurrent funding. This is quite a significant step for Menzies and will contribute the
continuation of services for the community from the Resource Centre. This is valuable for Menzies and
recognition is forwarded to Justin Lee for this promotion and to Robyn McCarthy for the Accreditation
process currently underway.

2. Local Government Reform.
In a sober note of political concern is the recent receipt from the Minister a letter directed to the City of
Kalgoorlie-Boulder advising that he has determined that the best course of action for the City is to from a
―Transitional Regional Group‖ with the neighbouring shires with the object of a single entity by the year
2013. Council for the Shire of Menzies has resolved that as this issue will be addressed at the next
G.V.R.O.C meeting in Esperance in January, Council will await the results from that meeting before
adopting g a strategy for the future, in terms of reform.

3. No Smoking Policy in Shire Vehicles.
Given recent advices from the Department of Health relative to Smoking Bans, council resolved as a Policy to
Prohibit smoking in Shire Vehicles.

4. Closed Circuit T.V. Cameras for Menzies.
In an attempt to curb the unrest in town and assist the Police in their enquiries where investigations are
involved, Council has agreed in Principle to provide C.C.T.V.‘s around town, subject to Grant funding being
available. Further advices will issue in this regard shortly.

5. Speed Trailer for Menzies.
Council has agreed to a ―Memorandum of Understanding‖ with the other two Shires relative to the
acquisition, use and maintenance of a Speed Trailer for Menzies. Thus we will see the speed trailer in
Menzies at irregular intervals for four months of the year and hopefully this will retard the speed in town.

6. Sport and Recreational Officer.
Council supported the renewal of the contract for the officer for a further twelve months and we look for an
outcome from that resolution and where further advices will issues in this regard.

7.The Leonora / Menzies Local Justice Agreement.
This matter includes some interesting issues and the Council have deferred consideration on this topic until the
February meeting pending receipt of additional data. Accordingly, further advices will issue.

8. Public Consultation Meeting – December 2nd, 2009.
As a result from request from the community in this regard, a public consultation meeting was conducted in
the town hall on Wednesday December 2nd, 2009 and where a Policeman and officer from the Department
of Child Protection were invited to attend to assist. Council deferred further consideration on this item
until the February meeting pending advices being received. Accordingly further advices will issue.

9. Caravan Park Development Tender.
Whilst the tender for this final leg of the development concluded at 12 noon, there were inherent issues
relative to the submissions and council elected to defer further consideration until the January meeting
where these details will be established and clarified in readiness of a resolution,.

(Cont. next Page)
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(Cont. from previous page)
Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting of Council Fri December 18th 2009

10. Appointment of a Deputy C.E.O.
Council is pleased to announce that our existing employee in the Rates and Accounting area, Ms Carol
Mc Allan was appointed as the Shire Deputy CEO for a term of Three years with effect December 18th,
2009. Accordingly, we look to a great future in this regard and congratulate Carol in this appointment.

11. Artist in Residence – Goongarrie Cottages.
Council supported the opportunity presented to engage with an ―Artist in Residence‖ for the Goongarrie cottages for a term of three/four weeks during 2010 and where we look forward to meeting the three artists,
one of which is a sculpture. Thus this is also a great opportunity for this community and further advices will
issue as to the proposed dates involved with this visitation.

12. Live Play for Menzies – “Men of Stone”.
Council supported the provision of this comedy during 2010 and most likely in February , so we look to a great
night out in the Town Hall and where further advices will issue as to the proposed dates and where the St
John‘s Ambulance will raise funds through the sales of drinks (etc). Thus we watch this space for the details
to issue shortly.

13. Council Meeting for January 2010.
Given the volume of work the Council has ahead of it already mounting up, the Council resolved to conduct a
meeting on January 28th, 2010 at 9 am in order to address the volume of mounting issues. Accordingly,
members of the community are encouraged to attend the Council meetings for public question time, if they
wish to pose a question to the Council.

Brian W. Seale

J.P. Chief Executive Officer

Shire of Menzies W.A. Ph- 9024-2041 Fax-9024-2110 Mobile 0409-114 509

POSITION VACANT
Rates and Accounts Officer
A vacancy exists in the Shire of Menzies for a Rates and Accounts Officer. This position is
of a permanent full time nature with immediate commencement. The position involves
rates, payroll, debtors, creditors and general administrative duties. It is essential that
applicants display a high level of accuracy in word processing and computer applications.
Salary and conditions will be in accordance with the Local Government Industry Award
2010 and will be negotiated depending on experience and qualifications.
An information package and selection criteria may be obtained by contacting Debra on
08 90242 041. Applications addressing selection criteria and details of 2 recent referees
should be forwarded to the Deputy Chief Executive Officer by:4pm on Friday 22nd January 2010. Canvassing of councilors will disqualify.
Brian Seale JP
Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Menzies, 124 Shenton Street MENZIES WA 6436
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Expressions of Interest for Contract
Expressions of interest for a local to take over the Courier/Toll Ipec
Agency at Menzies. For more Information please phone Dave
McKenna on 0419 044 801 or the Menzies Hotel on 90 242016.
The Australian National Flag

The Australian National Flag is Australia‘s foremost symbol. The flag was first flown in 1901 and has become an
expression of Australian identity and pride. The flag is an important part of national occasions including Australia Day.

Design

The Australian National Flag features the five stars of the constellation of the Southern Cross and the Commonwealth
Star, and the combined crosses of St George, St Andrew and St Patrick. The union of crosses represents Australia‘s
early settlers. The Commonwealth Star with its seven points represents the unity of the six Australian states and the
seventh point stands for all Australian territories.
Under the Flags Act of 1953, passed unanimously by parliament, it was confirmed that our ‗Stars and Crosses‘ design be
the chief national symbol by law, custom and tradition and that it be honoured with the title ‗Australian National Flag‘.
The new status of the national flag was emphasised when the act of parliament received royal assent from Queen Elizabeth II, on Her Majesty‘s visit to Australia in 1954.
The Australian National Flag is the only one to fly over the whole continent.

The Australian National Flag and Flag Etiquette
Guidelines for flying the flags
The Australian National Flag, the Australian Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag may be flown on every
day of the year.
The flags should be treated with respect and dignity and the Australian National Flag must always be flown in a posi
tion superior to that of any other flag or ensign.
When flown in Australia or on Australian territory, the Australian National Flag takes precedence over all national
flags.
The flag should be raised no earlier than first light and should be lowered no later than dusk—it may only be flown at
night when illuminated.
When flown at ‗half-mast‘, the flag should be positioned one-flag width below full mast.
Two flags should not be flown on the same flagpole.
As a general rule, the order of flying precedence is: national flags are first, followed by state and territory flags and
then peoples‘ flags.
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Guidelines and Nomination Forms available at the Visitor Centre & Shire Office
Nominations close : 5pm Friday January 2010
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The 2nd Menzies Heritage Interpretation
Community Consultation will be held with
Consultant Jesse Brampton.
Date: Monday 18th January 2010
Time: 5:30pm
Venue: ‘Former’ Lady Shenton
Hotel, Visitor Centre
Shenton Street, Menzies

ALL WELCOME

‘Our Place’ Menzies Heritage Interpretation Plan
has been completed by Jesse Brampton. This
meeting is for you to discuss the plan and have
input in the process.
Come and have your say.
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MORAPOI NEWS - Perth Visit
Photo left supplied by Cr Greg Stubbs of his visit with Dr
Ken Michael and Mrs Michael at Government House, Perth.
We travelled to Perth as part of our training in Certificate 3
in Tourism with TAFE Challenger Fremantle College. We
had an excursion training outreach and went to visit the
Governor at his request. Greg Stubbs.

Who ate all
the meat!!
Hic… Hic...

Back Row L to R -Tim Dann, Elliott Bonney, Robbie Bonney
Middle Row L to R - Laurianne Bonney, Peter Mann

(Lecturer TAFE College Fremantle) Tanya Humphries, John
Graham & Rosemary Bonney
Front Row L to R - CEO Governors House, Mrs Michael,
Governor Mr Michael & his Aide-de-camp.

MORAPOI NEWS - Sports
T-BALL
Morapoi has three teams Sub Juniors, Juniors and Seniors who play in the Goldfields competition
each week and have done us proud in 2009 year. The teams have come through undefeated and
have played brilliantly in all grades and have grown enormous in attitude, interpersonal skills,
competitiveness, as sportspeople and in strength. The teams are made up of boys and girls from
Morapoi, Menzies and some from Kalgoorlie. They have travelled each Friday to compete in Kalgoorlie, supported by the Menzies Shire Council.
Carol Stubbs has done a fantastic job as Coach/Manager in developing the children and involving
and empowering parents/ and friends in taking over coaching responsibilities. We look forward to
2010 games as they will lead up to finals and the way the teams are playing indicates that each
team has a strong possibility of making the finals.
BASEBALL
Morapoi has two teams in the Goldfields baseball competition. One team in the Little League and
the other team in the Seniors. Both these teams have gone from strength to strength and have
won all their games in 2009. They play each Monday night in Kalgoorlie, which means the young
people have to travel to and from Kalgoorlie weekly. The teams are made up of boys and girls in
both grades.
They are undefeated and the children and young players have done us proud as the teams have
played with great skill and determination. They have had a successful year and look forward to
another successful year in 2010.
Regards
Greg
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The New Face of Tourism in Menzies & District
Tourism WA Brand for Menzies & Lake Ballard
These new signs will soon
be as familiar as the vast landscape
they will sit in as the new Tourism
WA Brand signage for Menzies &
Lake Ballard. The signage on the
following page has been produced
by Dept. of Environment and
Conservation and will be part of
the new Visitor Information Bay in
Menzies later in 2010.
New signage for Lake Ballard has been also been installed recently and this will value add to the
visitor experience at one of the Shires iconic points of interest. The infrastructure upgrade has included
toilets, a water tank, cement BBQ rings, picnic area and camping sites. The lake and Anony Gormley
sculptures ―Inside Australia‖ is already visited on a daily basis by many intrastate, interstate and
international visitors. This new infrastructure will only help to enhance the visitors stay at Lake Ballard
encouraging more short term stays and hopefully boost the economy in the Menzies district.
Kookynie has also enjoyed a history interpretation upgrade with the installation of a Visitors
Information Bay and town entry statements. The history interpretation signage is complimented by a map
and brochure guiding visitors to the more prominent historical sites in this living ghost town. Through a
combination of photographic information plaques and steel cut outs of people, animals and places from
the early pioneering days it provides an enhanced experience to the many key attractions both manmade
and natural in the Kookynie/Niagara district.
Photo Below of the recently completed Entry Statement for Kookynie.
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Local Stories - A NEW YEAR RESOLUTION
Two friends went bush for the New
Year break, in the Kookynie area.
camping in the bush and enjoying the
heat. Yes, it was very hot!
While in the area, we took the chance
to check out a mate‘s grave site at the
Kookynie cemetery. It was disappointing to see that it had not been marked
before now, as Peter passed away in
July 2008. It only had five rock around it
and was just a pile of dirt so we decided
to make it look presentable.
After spending a couple of hours at the site each day for five days in a row, we can
now say that friends and family can now visit the site and know that they are at Pete‘s grave. The plaque was constructed of granite with a steel frame and a selection of rustic implements that suited the lifestyle of our mate were
used to hold it as a headstone. It was a combined effort.
After recognising a job well done, we have decided to ask at the next meeting of the Kookynie Volunteer Assoc.
(which Gary and myself are members) if we can continue fixing some of the other old grave sites that are collapsing
due to the weather.
We hope you all had a
great break over the New
Year.
Tiprat & Gary Burrell

Local Stories - St John Menzies Sub Centre, Thanks
Below is a photo of the Menzies St John Volunteers on their night of Volunteers Recognition at Rydges in
Kalgoorlie on the 10 December 2009. The group would like to recognise that without the kind support from
GOLDRUSH TOURS - Minesite Transfers assisting
with a bus and drivers it would not have been possible
for all of us to attend the function as a group. Many,
many thanks to the Management & Staff of GRT and
drivers Dan & Kathy.
Menzies Sub Branch would also like to recognise all the
recent financial donations and goodwill from various
businesses in the Goldfields in response to our recent
appeal for assistance in fitting out the ‘new‘ ambulance
donated by St John. (See following page of thanks.) A
second ‘new‘ ambulance has just been donated and has
kindly been picked up and driven from Perth by volunteer driver Debbie Pianto on her return from Qld.
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St John Ambulance Menzies Sub Centre - Thanks (cont).
The Menzies Sub Centre would like to thanks the Following businesses for their generous
donators since the beginning of the financial year.

Menzies Shire
Dirki Pty Ltd
Caraly Resources Ltd
Mel Dalla Costa
Westland Autos
Trevor Nitschke
Independence Group NL
Reed Resources Ltd
Leahy Haulage Pty Ltd
Our thanks go to all who donated and to the community of Menzies for all their support.

Australia Day Colouring Fun
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Australia Day Puzzle
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Community Safety Notice

Article from WA Country Health Service Newsletter
The Country Link, Issue 3 - December 2009
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Article from WA Country Health Service
Newsletter - The Country Link
Issue 3 - December 2009
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Article from WA Country Health Service Newsletter
The Country Link, Issue 3 - December 2009
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Above left Menzies School
Above right Menzies School
Centenary Plaque
Left - Menzies
Historic cemetery
Entrance
Right - Example of
a Unique Metal
Grave Casket

Menzies Matters
http://www.soso.org.au/
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Regional & Community Health Information

or Menzies Visitor Centre
Ph: (08) 90 242 702
Email: visitorcentre@menzies.wa.gov.au

POITIER MEDICAL
PRACTICE LEONORA
Notice for 2010

LEONORA COMMUNITY HEALTH
Appoints Ph: 90 376083

POITIER MEDICAL PRACTICE
LEONORA
Appointments please phone 90 376 238.

Margaret Davies - Practice Nurse

Doctors Reception office
reopening 6th January.
Doctors Surgery will be
reopening 19th January.
For Emergencies phone
Leonora Hospital 90804300

at

Poitier Medical available every Tues &
Wednesday for Male & Female Health Checks,
Pap Smears and Breast Checks. Margaret is
also qualified to perform Worksafe Audiology
& Spirometry testing, Mine Workers Health
Surveillance, Pre – employment Medicals and
drug screens.
Appointments please phone 90 376 238.
Doctors Reception office reopening 6th January.
Doctors Surgery will be reopening 19th January
2010.
For Emergencies phone Leonora Hospital 90804300
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Menzies Health Centre Information
MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE

Reopening

Please note that Sam
will be returning to
work from
11th January 2010

IMPORTANT NOTICE

MENZIES HEALTH
CENTRE

Next RFDS Clinic
Tues12 January 2010
Appointments & Enquiries
Ph: 90242044

RFDS Clinics generally held on
MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE
Please Phone 90242044 for more info.

Ph: 90242044
For Emergencies Call 000
MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE
CLINIC Generally attended by Sister Sam
MONDAY - FRIDAY Ph: 90242044

FOR IMMEDIATE HEALTH ADVICE
CALL HEALTH DIRECT 1800 022 222
ANYTIME DAY OR NIGHT
POISONS INFO AVAILABLE 24Hrs

13 11 26
IF URGENT CONTACT 000 or
SHIRE : 90242041 / A.H. 90242051
POITIER MEDICAL PRACTICE
LEONORA
DR APPOINTMENTS - Ph: 90376238
EMERGENCIES - Ph: 90804300

Menzies Health info for Visitors

Short or Long Stay
If you have a significant
Medical History you can
contact the Health Clinic to have
your Medical History recorded for
future Visiting Doctor & Specialist
Appointments while you stay in
Menzies.

Swine Flu &
Standard Fluvax
Available subject to demand

Menzies Health Centre
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Article from WA Country Health Service Newsletter
The Country Link, Issue 3 - December 2009
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Article from WA Country Health Service Newsletter
The Country Link, Issue 3 - December 2009
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Regional Visiting Specialist & Health Information

Cancer Council
Helpline
13 11 20
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Community Health Newsletter - LGIS

Ettason Pty Ltd
2A Birmingham Ave, Villawood, NSW 2163
Public Contact Phone Number: 02 9728 2288
Fax Number: 02 9754 1090
After Hrs Number: 0409 228 826
Consumer Contact: Jocelyn Hu
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Menzies Community Notice Board
Kookynie Volunteer Assoc. Inc.
AGM & General Meeting Saturday

6th February 2010 @ 11am
More info: 90 313 031 or 90242702

Menzies
Sub
Branch
Next General Meeting will be
on 5th Feb 2010. Wednesday
training evenings will cease for
January 2010.
All Training & Meetings are held
at the Menzies Ambulance Shed
in Mercer Street Menzies.
More Info 0448242040 (Jerry)

Centrelink Agent
Contact – Alana Cameron
Phone: 90242504 Fax: 90242191
Open 8 -11am Weekdays

Menzies Public Library
A monthly exchange of books from
the State Library of WA includes Adult
and Junior, Fiction & Non-Fiction Books,
DVD‘s, Videos & Audio Books (both
Cassette & CD). Free membership to
locals and there is always something new
with many monthly donations of books
and DVD‘s.
A quiet reading space within the library
makes for a pleasant spot to while away a
few hours over a book, magazine or for
research. Internet service also available
in the Telecentre room.
All Inside the ‗Former‘ Lady Shenton Hotel.

Cnr Brown & Shenton Streets, Menzies

At the MAC Centre, Walsh Street Menzies

Wanted to Buy
Old Trucks, Tractors,
Machinery and Collectables

Phone Tom Porter on
90713342 or
Mob: 0427 713 342
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Regional Community Notice Board

www.goldfieldsimageworks.com.

Menzies Resource Centre and Shire Office

WESTCOAST SEAFOOD next
visit to MENZIES will be on
February 11th and all the dates
for future months marked in red
on the Calender above. Phone in
advance for special orders.
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Getting about the Goldfields

*

Menzies Visitor Centre

*Now departs from bus bay at the Visitor Centre Cnr. Wilson & Hannan

Goldrush Tour Bookings
Now available at the Menzies Visitor Centre. Book your trip on the Goldfields GRT
Express from Menzies to Kalgoorlie or Laverton. Other regional Tours include: Full Day Tours - „ The Lake Ballard Experience‟ TBA in 2010
- „Shady Dealings Wild West Tour‟ - Monday 21st December 2009
Half/Full Day Tours - „History & Heritage Tour‟ - Tues, Thurs & Sat - Effective from
1st December 2009 to 28 February 2010

Bookings 1800 620 440 Online bookings www.goldrushtours.com.au
Menzies Visitor Centre Ph: 90 242 702 Cash Only Facilities
Call in and pick up a brochure, plan your day trip and book in advance here.
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Local Business Info
Menzies Hotel Open from 10am Daily
Meals Weekdays & Toasted Sandwiches, Pies Pasties & Sausage
Rolls
Evening Special $15 or order from
the Blackboard Menu

Meals Sunday
Counter Meal 12—2pm
Evening Roast Special
$15
Accommodation Ph: 90242016

Menzies Roadhouse
Petrol & Diesel
Monday to Saturday 6.30am to 7.30pm
Sunday 7.30am to 12 noon
Located
Cnr Shenton & Wilson Streets
Where you turn off to Lake Ballard
Sit Down & Takeaway
Meals & Grocery lines
LPG Bottle Exchance
Ph: 90242046
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Small Business - Upcoming Workshops
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Public Notices

Shed World
9531 2200
sales@shedworld.com.au
4/12 Field St Pinjarra
Yes, we will build in regional WA!

You can access the survey directly online here:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=m6Y8WdSxS5ZPDqYXVCYmtQ_3d_3d
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Spinifex Art Stories - Profile of Artist
Theresa Hogan
Title: "Seven Sisters"
Artwork Size: 1370mm x 920mm
Born: 28/02/1964
Place of Birth: Cundeelee
Language: Pitjantjatjara
Theresa Hogan was born at Cundeelee mission in the 1960's shortly
after her parents came in from "Spinifex country."
Cundeelee is a site in which the "Seven Sisters" pass through
(a major western desert story). In this painting Theresa shows the
women at Upurl Upurlila Nguratja with their digging sticks and
dishes cleaning the rockhole.This is both a sacred and true story for
the women of the western desert. Theresa notes that the colours in
this painting are representative of the red sand and green spinifex.
Story & photo reproduced with kind permission from Ilkurlka Community.
Spinifex Art Gallery is inside the „Former‟ Lady Shenton Hotel. Shenton Street Menzies
An interesting article on the storage of canvas artwork from the Berndt News November 2009 Berndt Museum of Anthropology UWA
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Who ate all
the meat!!
Hic… Hic...
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More tips to keep cool this summer
Beat the heat and save on power bills
Staying cool and comfortable this summer doesn‟t have to cost the earth, according to EnergyAustralia. Energy Australia‟s Energy Efficiency Expert Paul Myors said homeowners could keep
the temperature and their post-summer power bills at bay with just a few simple steps.
“We know that almost 90 per cent of homeowners over-cool their homes during summer,” Mr Myors said. “For the days you do want to use your air conditioner set it between 23 and 26 degrees
for the most efficient results. But, remember that fans should always be your first port of call for
cooling efficiently. “Fans cost about $4 a year to run, while air conditioners can cost more than
$200 a year.”
Ceiling fans cost about the same as a light bulb to run and if you can keep the heat out of the
house in the first place, that‟s even better. “A lot of heat is gained from direct sun on windows,
especially those facing west, so shading them with external blinds or trees can be an effective
way to keep your house cooler and more comfortable,” Mr Myors said.
“External shades are more effective at keeping the heat out than internal blinds or curtains. Each
square metre of direct sun on or through windows can be like running a one bar radiator in your
home. “Staying cool over summer does not have to be expensive. In fact, a four person household can cut up to 10 per cent off their electricity bill and up to one tonne of CO2 from its household emissions, just by being more efficient with heating and cooling.”
“By planning ahead and looking at a range of cooling options you can make sure the temperature
inside your home remains comfortable, while reducing your greenhouse emissions and avoiding
the post-summer power bill spike,” Mr Myors said.
Energy Australia‟s top tips to stay cool this summer:
• Keep out of the heat: Shading your home with external blinds, well placed trees, vines and pergolas will help stop the sun heating your home and keep the temperature down on the inside.
• Become a fan of the fan: Pedestal and ceiling fans are cheap to run and will keep you cool.
• Catch the breeze: If the breeze is blowing leave the security grilles closed and open doors, windows and louvres on opposite sides of your home to take advantage of nature‟s air conditioning.
• Insulate the ceiling: Ceiling insulation can reduce indoor temperatures by as much as 10 degrees in summer and cut your cooling costs by up to 40 per cent. The NSW Government offers
rebates for ceiling insulation for up to $300.
• Run air-conditioning efficiently: Set the air-conditioner between 23 and 26 degrees. Put it on the
„recirculate‟ setting and close the doors and windows in the area you are cooling.
http://www.getfarming.com.au/pages/farming/tips_
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Who ate all
the meat!!
Hic… Hic...

Growing Outback Gardens is a 117 page, full colour book that sets you on the journey to
making an attractive garden that can cope with the harsh extremes of the Outback environment. With a combined four decades in the Outback, authors Mike Chuk and Jeff Poole
take you through how to plan a garden, select plants, irrigation systems, mulches, worms,
vegetables, fruit and flowers. What more could you ask for if you‘re into sowin‘ things and
growin‘ things. RRP $19.95
This new publication would make a great gift idea for the keen arid climate gardener.
For more information, phone DCQ on 4658 0600 or visit www.dcq.org.au
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MEDIA RELEASE
Date 24 November 2009
GROWING OUTBACK GARDENS
A full colour, ‗how to‘ book on all aspects of growing a great garden in the arid Outback has been launched in Longreach by Desert Channels Queensland.
Growing Outback Gardens is the culmination of three years of conducting wise water use gardening workshops
across one-third of Queensland, where the presenters, by Mike Chuk and Jeff Poole, have had very little reference
material they could recommend to interested people. They decided to alleviate the problem by writing and publishing their own.
―There is a lot of information on gardening available, but very little that is specific to the less populated areas of the
Outback,‖ says Jeff Poole. ―People need advice and ideas that will work well out here.‖
Developed over a period of six months, this 116 page book draws on information presented at three years of
‗Growing Great Gardens‘ workshops. The expertise of Jeff Poole and co-author, Mike Chuk, is augmented by key
professionals, landscape architect Lawrie Smith and horticulturalist Neil Fisher, along with a number of local gardening ‗divas‘ who are recognised as having mastered local conditions with their own gardens.
―The climate across the Outback is semi-arid with highly variable rainfall,‖ says Jeff Poole. ―It is often feast or famine, and gardens need to be able to cope with the huge variation.‖
Growing Outback Gardens covers topics like coping with climate, improving soils, irrigation, propagation, plant selection, growing vegetables, managing pests and garden design. Many of these principles are also applicable to coastal
regions facing water restrictions, and gardeners all around the country will find something of interest in its pages.
Growing Outback Gardens is an initiative of Desert Channels Queensland‘s waterwise program, which is funded by
the State Government. Support for the publication of this book came from other Outback regional groups: Southern Gulf Catchments, South-West NRM – both of Queensland – and the Western Catchment Management Authority of New South Wales.
For more information on the work of Desert Channels Queensland, visit www.dcq.org.au. or phone 4658 0600

ENDS
Media enquiries: Mark Kleinschmidt
Ph: (07) 4652 7818
Fax: (07) 4658 0122
Email: mark.kleinschmidt@dcq.org.au
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Calender of Events for Jan - Feb 2010
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

11

12
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15
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17

18

19 ‘Our Place’

20

21

22

23

24

26 Australia Day 27

28 Menzies

29

30

31

Breakfast P. 7

Shire Council
Meeting 9:30am

Heritage Meet -

5.30pm P. 6
25

Public Holiday
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14
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School Term 1
Starts

