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SHIRE OF MENZIES 

Bush Fire Burning Periods for 2009/2010                                                                                              

The following times are the Burning Periods for the    

Shire of Menzies for the forthcoming financial year 

1/07/2009 to 30/06/2010                                                        

Prohibited Burning Periods:                

December 15th 2009 to April 14t" 2010                        

Restricted Burning Periods:  November 1st 2009 to 

December 14th 2009  &  April 15th 2010 to May 14th 2010                                                                   

Brian Seale JP Chief Executive Officer Shire of Men-

zies PO Box 4 MENZIES. WA 6436                                                       

Phone: 90 242 041 Fax: 90 242 110 

SHIRE OF MENZIES  

Council Meetings 2009 
Council Meetings are usually held in the Council 

Chambers at 9:00am in the Menzies Town Hall 

Next 3 Ordinary Meeting of Council will be -  

December - Friday 18th 

Note Change of date and day for December’s                

Council Meeting  (see notice below). 

Please note that  for 2010 all Council Meetings 

will be held on the 4th Thursday of each Month. 

There will be no Council meeting in January and 

the 1st two Meetings for 2010 will be:- 

February - Thursday 25th  

March - Thursday 25th 

The general public are welcome for question time at 

the start of each months Council Meeting. 

  SHIRE OF MENZIES CHRISTMAS CLOSURE OF THE  

          ADMINISTRATION OFFICE  

 

   The closure of the Shire Office over  the Christmas New Year 

  break with  effect from Monday December 21st 2009 to      

Monday January 4th 2010 (inclusive).  

Whilst a skeleton crew will be on hand for emergencies, the Works Manager 

can be contacted on mob: 0448242040 in case of need and where     

members of the public are encouraged to call if essential. 
 

B W Seale  JP,  Chief Executive Officer Shire of Menzies (08) 9024 2041 

SHIRE OF MENZIES CHANGE  TO  DECEMBER C O U N C I L   M E E T I N G   D A T E 

 

Pursuant to clause 12(2) of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996, 

and Section 5.25(i)(g) of the Local Government Act 1995, the Local Authority is required 

to provide Public notice of a change to the Council or Committee date. 

Accordingly it is advised that the Council meeting date scheduled for Thursday,         

December 24th will now be conducted on Friday December 18th, 2009 at 9.00am in 

Council Chamber  

B W Seale  JP 

Chief Executive Officer 

Shire of Menzies 



Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting of Council held  

   Thursday November 26th 2009  

1. President Dwyer Embraces the Role of President. 
President Dwyer has indeed embraced the new role of Shire President and has attended a significant range of 

meetings in the last month to represent the Shire including the important SEGRA conference in Kalgoorlie 

recently which was valuable for the shire to have representation in attendance. 

2. Housing Considerations for staff. 
Council discussed the need for a revision of housing needs for the staff and this revolved around one particular 

residence having deteriorated floor joists and not regarded as viable to repair. Furthermore, with the need 

to engage a Deputy CEO a suitable residence is required for that officer and therefore revision of the re-

quirements justifies further consideration and further advices will issue to Council by March 2010 as to a 

recommendation in this matter. 

3. Vehicle of  Tjuntjuntjara. 
Council entered into an agreement some time ago to purchase a vehicle for the community on the basis that 

the Shire had the use of the vehicle until the time to deliver it to the Community arrived. Although that 

time has not yet arrived Council resolved to deliver the vehicle now and purchase a replacement for the 

Works Manager for his use. Thus, this is a great step towards assisting the community with a new vehicle 

and evident display of the Shire support for the Community. 

4. The Menzies Walk Trail and interpretative Plan. 
Council contracted a consultant to provide a plan for the development of the Menzies Walk Trail and that was 

unanimously agreed upon at the November meeting, which will be wonderful facility to develop and is an 

exciting project for the Shire. We can therefore look to an exciting future with this project. 

5. Local Laws – Standing Orders. 
This interesting Local Law was approved, subject to some slight modifications for the purpose of the conduct 

and protocol of the Council meeting procedures. This is quite an important step as it elevates the Council 

protocol and gives rise to legislative support for the conduct during the monthly meeting of Council. How-

ever, in one sense, there hasn’t been a need for a Local Law for this purpose in the past and the meetings 

have been managed in a very effective manner without a Local Law being in place. 

6. Signage throughout the Shire. 
Council budgeted for the very extensive programme of ensuring the signage throughout the Shire was effective 

and comprehensive. However the manufacture of the signs was a little more expensive than was anticipated 

and an increase in the budget was approved to accommodate the installation cost. Therefore, the Shire 

should have an extensive and comprehensive range of signage throughout the local road network, which is 

indeed a great step forward for the Shire. 

7. Annual Meeting of Electors. 
The annual report for the shire for the year ended June 30th, 2009 was adopted in readiness for the Annual 

meeting of Electors to be held in Council Chambers on Friday December 18th, 2009 at 5pm as required. 

This meeting gives opportunity to the community to raise comment to the Council on any topic of concern 

relative to the business of Council and where members of the public are encouraged to attend.  

    

8. Caravan Park Development Project. 
This project progresses with the tender for the civil works, electrical, plumbing and sewerage under advertise-

ment at present and where the tender will be addressed at the December meeting. Accordingly, this will be 

a great project to conclude and where it is hoped the works will conclude early in the new year and the 

patrons will be able to relocate back to the site shortly thereafter. 

(Cont. next Page) 
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(Cont. from previous page)  

 

Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting of Council Thurs November 26th 2009  

 

9. Solar Lighting and Fencing for the Kookynie Airfield. 
A significant development project was resolved by Council in the decision to make budget provision for the 

2010/11 years to Fence and Light the Kookynie airfield at an estimated cost of $500,000, subject to Grant 

approvals being forthcoming and comprehensive cost estimates being presented to Council for further con-

sideration. 

10. Support for the Tjuntjuntjara Community. 
Council again displayed its determination to support the community with a donation of $10,000 to assist in the 

maintenance of the Public Ablutions at the community and to make annual budget provision in this sum 

each year thereafter. Accordingly, this is evidence of a great support for the community by the Shire of 

Menzies. 

 

Brian W. Seale     J.P. Chief Executive Officer 

 Shire of Menzies W.A. Ph- 9024-2041 Fax-9024-2110 Mobile 0409-114 509 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION  MEETING – DECEMBER 2ND, 2009 AT 3PM. 

 

 

At the request of the community, a public consultation meeting was held in the Town Hall to express concerns 

held over a number of areas and conducted with the object of identification of the issues  at hand so as to deter-

mine an appropriate course of action to reach a solution and new direction in these matters. An officer from the 

Police Department from Leonora and an officer from the Department of Child Protection where also in attendance 

to provide assistance and guidance, if required and where their participation is gratefully acknowledged. 

The issues raised for consideration are as follows : 

 

The General Unrest in Town       - The community expressed concerns over present unrest and where unac-

ceptable behaviour was noted and personal property damage resulted. 

Ambulance Service                         - The service was suspended as a result of the unusually high demand on 

the service and as a large portion of the membership was Shire employees, it was necessary to contain this 

matter until further volunteers could be recruited and trained. This remains a serious concern. 

Disrespect by Children                   - This significant issue was raised as it appears the children are displaying 

disrespect to the adults in the community and this loss of respect heralds other issues of concern. 

 

Accordingly, these matters represent significant concerns and the Council will endeavour to identify a suitable di-

rection towards solving or at least assisting in this matter in early course and where a note of gratitude is extended 

to the community members for participating in and attending this informal consultation meeting and where your 

views are important and appreciated. 

Brian W. Seale     J.P. Chief Executive Officer 

 Shire of Menzies W.A. Ph- 9024-2041 Fax-9024-2110 Mobile 0409-114 509 
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THE SHIRE OF MENZIES  

INVITES ALL COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS TO JOIN  

TOGETHER AND ATTEND  

 

THE 2009  

SHIRE CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

TO BE HELD IN THE TOWN 

 HALL FRIDAY DECEMBER 

18TH, STARTING AT 5PM 

 

AN INVITATION 
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Coordinator: Gavin Isbister 
Phone: 0439 099 754 

Email: gavin.ngsrc@hotmail.com 

Northern Goldfields Basketball 

Photos - Day 1, 14/11/09 

mailto:gavin.ngsrc@hotmail.com


LADDER MEN 
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Northern Goldfields Basketball Results 

Women  

 Day 1 14/11/09 

Laverton   39      Defeated     Leonora     35 

Menzies     63     Defeated     Laverton    17 

Menzies     54     Defeated     Leonora     42 

 Northern Goldfields Football Team 
Gavin Isbister (from the Northern Goldfields Sport and Recreation Programme) has been working in con-
junction with Darren Resuggan (from the West Australian Football Commission) to distinguish if it would 
be achievable to put a combined side of Laverton, Menzies and Leonora into the Goldfields Football 
League.  

To make this possible the first step was to get approval from the Goldfields Football League and the five 
associate clubs. On November 9th 2009, a forum was held to discuss the idea further. The majority at the 
forum encouraged the idea and have given their support for the project to enter the next stage.  

The next stage is to create a committee with members from each town and come up with a team name 
and     colours. If you are interested in joining this committee and giving your support to the Goldfields 
Football League to ensure this venture happens and continues to operate in the future please let   Gavin 
Isbister (mobile 0439 099 754) know of your interest and he will contact you during 2010.   

Please note that the Northern Goldfields team will enter the competition in 2011. 

Northern Goldfields Basketball Results  

Men  

Day 1 14/11/09 

Leonora    34    Defeated     Laverton    28 

Laverton   56    Defeated    Menzies      33 

Leonora    50    Defeated     Menzies      26  

Northern Goldfields Sport News 

    LADDER WOMEN 

Position Team Played Win Lost Draw Points 

For 

Points 

Against 

% Pts 

1 Menzies 2 2 0 0 117 59 198.30 8 

2 Laverton 2 1 1 0 56 98 57.14 4 

3 Leonora 2 0 2 0 77 93 82.79 0 

4 Leinster 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Position Team Played Win Lost Draw Points 

For 

Points 

Against 

% Pts 

1 Leonora 2 2 0 0 84 54 155.55 8 

2 Laverton 2 1 1 0 84 67 125.37 4 

3 Menzies 2 0 2 0 59 106 55.66 0 

4 Leinster 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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  The Annual Shire of Menzies  

  Christmas Lights Competition 
 

  Residential Award  $150.00 
Prize for the best decorated private residence 

Other prize gifts to be awarded 

  Business Award  $200.00 
Prize for the best decorated business premises 

Other prize gifts to be awarded 

Complete entry form to enter - see page 10 of this edition 

Entries close 5pm. Monday 14th December, 2009 

Completed entry forms may be returned to either the Shire of  Menzies administra-

tion office or Lady Shenton 

The announcement of awards will be made at the Town Christmas Party on Friday 

18th December 5-7pm at the     Menzies Town Hall 

The judges decision will be final 
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Guidelines and Nomination Forms available at the Visitor Centre & Shire Office 
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Who ate  all 

the meat!!   

Hic… Hic... 
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Menzies is converting its public gardens into veggie patches 

Tomatoes are a star in any meal.  
 

Would you like to walk down the main street of your town and pick an orange or grab 

some ingredients for a salad? 

That's the plan in the shire of Menzies, where the council is planning to replace its public 

flower beds with fruit trees and vegetables. 

Shire CEO, Brian Seale, says there has been evidence of a higher rate miscarriages and still-

birth in the shire, linked to poor nutrition. 

The shire of Menzies covers an area larger than Tasmania but has a population of around 

400 people.  

It's only an hour's drive from Kalgoorlie-Boulder, but Menzies has only one local shop, and 

with such a small population it's difficult for the  local roadhouse to keep large stocks of 

fresh produce on hand. 

The project is still in the planning, but the council is intending to plant fruit trees and eve-

ryday vegetables - Peas, beans, carrots, tomatoes, as well as watermelons and rock melons. 

"As people walk down the streets they could pick something and eat it or take it home," 

says Brian Seale. 

"At least they're made available." 

"The shire is already watering the garden beds so in that sense it's the provision of a very 

sensible resource." 

Story: Emma Wynne  ABC Goldfields WA  http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2009/11/18/2746302.htm 

Rural Fire Brigade Called for Dinner 

 
On Saturday 21st November around 6pm the fire brigade was 

informed that smoke was seen about 2kms east of Menzies. The 

brigade was able to locate the source of the smoke where they 

found 3 local lads having a cook up and had just finished cooking 

a small roo and 3 goannas. 

The firemen assessed the area and considered it to be safe and informed the lads that a 

permit is necessary and available from the Shire Office if required at this time of year for 

an open fire. 

I bet the local lads got a surprise to see the fire truck arriving in the middle of cooking 

their dinner but not as surprised as the firemen were when the lads invited them to stay 

for dinner! 

MENZIES FIRE 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2009/11/18/2746302.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/200807/r272880_1149538.jpg
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Menzies Remote Community School News 
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Market Day at the Menzies School 
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St John, Fire & Rescue Info 

―OUR  OWN  MENZIES  FIRE  AND  RESCUE‖ 
The Menzies Fire and Rescue Service is in need of a trailer that we can build 

into an Emergency Trailer to carry all sorts of equipment for road rescue, 

house fires, etc.  A 7’x5’ trailer would suit our needs and any repairs are no 

problem as we have some very capable volunteers that can weld and repair it 

to put it back on the road.  

If you can help, please contact Ken Atkinson on 0438 844 436. 

 

    Menzies St John Ambulance     

Sub Centre  
 Wednesday evening training will cease over the 

 Christmas/New year period.        

 Next General Meeting Sat 5th February 2010 @ 

 2pm, training & BBQ to follow.  
All Training & Meetings are held at the  Ambulance Shed  in Mercer 

Street  Menzies.  More Info 0448242040  (Jerry Lenane) 

Important Public Notice 

The Menzies St John  

Ambulance Sub Centre  

is operational again.  

Please ring 000 for emergency. 
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Recipes to Try 

Cream of Bacon & Vegie Soup 
 

Ingredients:  

 * 1rasher of bacon  

 * 1 onion  

 * Stalk of celery, cut into chunks 

 * 2 potatoes, peeled & Chopped 

 * 2 carrots, peeled & chopped  

 * Chunk of pumpkin, peeled & chopped 

 * Piece of cauliflower, in chunks 

 * Water 

 * Chicken stock cubes or powder  

 * Sprig of parsley 

 * Sour cream or yogurt 

 

Method: 

1. Chop bacon & onion fairly small & fry lightly 

in some oil or butter in large saucepan. 

2. Add vegetables, stir around & simmer for a 

minute  

3. Add enough water to just cover vegies, 

bring to boil, boil gently for about 20 min-

utes 

4. While it is bubbling away, add chicken 

stock, roughly one cube or teaspoon per 

cup of water in pot 

5. When vegies are cooked, remove from 

heat. Using potato masher or electric 

bender, blend all together until creamy 

6. Serve hot, with dollop of sour cream and a 

Chocolate Puffs 
 

Ingredients:  

 * 2 Eggs 

 * 4 tblsp caster sugar 

 * 1 tblsp cocoa powder  

 * 2 tblsp plain flour 

 * 2 tblsp SR flour  

 

Method: 

1. Set out 24 patty cases in baking dish. 

2. Turn oven on to 180c 

3. Beat eggs with electric mixer till thick & 

creamy. Gradually add caster sugar 

4. Mix flours & cocoa together, then fold into 

egg mixture  

5. Spoon mix into patty pans and bake at 

180c for 10 minutes. Turn onto wire rack to 

Recipes Supplied by: 

Aileen Kelly from her Home Economics collection 
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  Regional & Community Health Information 

  

 

 

LEONORA COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Appoints  Ph: 90 376083 

POITIER MEDICAL PRACTICE   

LEONORA 

Appointments please phone 90 376 238. 

 

Margaret Davies -  Practice Nurse at Poitier Medical 

available every Tues & Wednesday for Male & Female 
Health Checks, Pap Smears and Breast Checks.      
Margaret is also qualified to perform Worksafe         
Audiology & Spirometry testing, Mine Workers Health 
Surveillance, Pre – employment Medicals and drug 
screens. Appointments please phone 90 376 238. 

 

Doctors Surgery will be closing from Thursday 10th  
December 2009 and reopening 19th January 2010. 

Doctors Reception office open until Friday 18th         
December 2009 and reopening 6th January. 

For Emergencies phone Leonora Hospital 90804300 
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Menzies Health Centre Information 

MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE 

CLINIC Generally ATTENDED by Sam 

MONDAY  - FRIDAY 

  Phone - 90242044 

FOR IMMEDIATE HEALTH ADVICE CALL 

HEALTH DIRECT 1800 022 222  

ANYTIME DAY OR NIGHT 

POISONS INFO AVAILABLE 24Hrs  

13 11 26 

IF URGENT CONTACT 000 or 

SHIRE : 90242041 / A.H. 90242051 

POITIER MEDICAL PRACTICE   

LEONORA 

DR APPOINTMENTS - Ph: 90376238 

EMERGENCIES - Ph: 90804300  

Swine Flu &  

Standard Fluvax  

Available subject to demand 

Menzies Health Centre 

 

MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE 

Next RFDS Clinic  

TBA February 

Appointments & Enquiries  

-  Ph: 90242044  

Generally 1st Tuesday of the Month 
 

Menzies Health Centre 
Please Phone 90242044 for more 

info. 

Menzies Health info for  Visitors 

Short or Long Stay  

 

If you have a significant  

Medical History you can contact the 

Health Clinic to have your Medical 

History recorded for future Visiting 

Doctor & Specialist  Appointments 

while you stay in Menzies. 

MENZIES HEALTH CENTRE 

Holiday Closure 

 

Please note that Sam will be 

away from & including  

21st December 2009 -  

11th January  2010  

Clinic will be attended  weekly 

on Tue, Wed & Thursdays  

by Marilyn 

Ph: 90242044  

 

For Emergencies Call 000 
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Regional  Visiting Specialist & Health Information 

POITIER MEDICAL 

PRACTICE   

LEONORA 

 

Visiting Specialists 

for December 2009 

Nutritionist  

Tuesday 8th Dec 2009 

Diabetic Educator  

Tuesday 8th Dec 2009 

 

POITIER MEDICAL 

PRACTICE  LEONORA 

Holiday Closure 

Doctors Surgery will be    
closing from Thursday 
10th  December 2009 and            
reopening 19th January 
2010. 

Doctors Reception office 
open until Friday 18th   
December 2009 and      
reopening 6th January. 

For Emergencies phone 

Leonora Hospital 90804300 
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 Community Health Notice  

Ettason Pty Ltd 

2A Birmingham Ave, Villawood, NSW 2163 

Public Contact Phone Number: 02 9728 2288  

Fax Number: 02 9754 1090 

After Hrs Number: 0409 228 826 

Consumer Contact: Jocelyn Hu 
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Menzies Community Notice Board 

Menzies Public Library  

 

A monthly exchange of books from the 

State Library of  WA includes Adult and  

Junior, Fiction & Non-Fiction Books, 

DVD’s,  Videos  &  Audio Books (both  

Cassette & CD).  Free membership to    

locals and  there is always something new 

with many monthly donations of books 

and DVD’s. 

 

A quiet reading space within the library 

makes for a pleasant spot to while away a 

few hours over a book, magazine or for 

research.  Internet  service also available 

in the Telecentre room. 

 

All Inside the ‘Former’ Lady Shenton Hotel. 

Cnr Brown & Shenton Streets, Menzies 

Centrelink Agent 

Contact – Alana Cameron 

 Phone:  90242504 Fax: 90242191 

Open 8 -11am Weekdays 

At the MAC Centre 

 

Public Notice  - Bluebush Pastoral Co. 

     Melita, Jeedamya, Yundaga &  

     Kookynie Stations. 

Due to large wild dog numbers all 

camping on the above pastoral leases is 

not permitted until     further notice. 

Notification for permission to prospect 

on the above pastoral leases must be 

made by contacting the Manager     

Allan McCooke on Ph: 90376053 

Wanted to Buy 
Old Trucks, Tractors,      

Machinery and Collectables 
Phone Tom Porter on 

90713342 or 

Mob: 0427 713 342 

 

Menzies 

Sub 

Branch  
Next General Meeting will be on 

5th Feb 2010. Wednesday training       

evenings  will cease over the 

Christmas, New Year period.  All 

Training  &  Meetings are held at 

the Menzies  Ambulance Shed in 

Mercer Street Menzies.   

More Info 0448242040 (Jerry) 



Regional Community Notice Board 
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You can access the survey directly online here:      

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=m6Y8WdSxS5ZPDqYXVCYmtQ_3d_3d 

Menzies Resource Centre and Shire Office 

www.goldfieldsimageworks.com.au 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=m6Y8WdSxS5ZPDqYXVCYmtQ_3d_3d
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Goldrush Tour Bookings  
Now available at the Menzies Visitor Centre. Book your trip on the Goldfields GRT 
Express from Menzies to Kalgoorlie or Laverton. Other regional Tours include: - 

Full Day Tours - ‘ The Lake Ballard Experience’  TBA in 2010 

          - ‘Shady Dealings Wild West Tour’ - Monday 21st December 2009 

Half/Full Day Tours - ‘History & Heritage Tour’ - Tues, Thurs & Sat - Effective from  

    1st December 2009 to 28 February 2010  

NO Tours will be run between 22 December 2009 to 1 January 2010 

Tours will resume 2 January 2010. 

Bookings 1800 620 440  Online bookings www.goldrushtours.com.au 

Menzies Visitor Centre Ph: 90 242 702 Cash Only Facilities  

Call in and pick up a brochure, plan your day trip and book in advance here. 

Getting about the Goldfields 

*Now departs from bus bay at the Visitor Centre Cnr. Wilson & Hannan 

* 
Menzies Visitor Centre 
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Local Business Info 

Menzies Hotel Open from 10am Daily 

Meals Weekdays & Toasted Sand-

wiches, Pies Pasties & Sausage 

Rolls 

Evening Special $15 or order from 

the Blackboard Menu 

Meals Sunday  

Counter Meal 12—2pm  

Evening Roast Special 

$15 

Accommodation Ph: 90242016 

 

Menzies Roadhouse  

Petrol & Diesel 

Monday to Saturday -  

6.30am to 7.30pm 

Sunday -  

7.30am to 12 noon 

Located 

Cnr Shenton & Wilson Streets 

Where you turn off to Lake Ballard 

Sit Down & Takeaway 

Meals & Grocery lines 

LPG Bottle Exchance 

Ph: 90242046 

Managing Your Business in Challenging Times 
 
Now more than ever, you need the right tools & information to  

manage your business effectively. 

 
To assist you, the Small Business Centre Goldfields is available at any time free of charge if you need assistance 

with the following: 

 
Cash flow forecasting for next financial year 

Debt collection strategies 

Obligations to employees 

Business planning 

Understanding your Australian Taxation Office  

 Obligations 

Starting a business 

Business Funding Opportunities 

New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS) 

Indigenous Business Australia 

 
Our service has been operating throughout the Goldfields since 1991 and provides an essential service in small 

business development and management. Our service is also free!  

 
Please contact us on 9021 7708 or email us at  

sbcgoldfieldsadmin@kalnet.com.au with any questions. You can also pop down to the Menzies Visitor Centre to 

pick up some flyers about our service. 

 

mailto:sbcgoldfieldsadmin@kalnet.com.au
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Community Public Health -  Public Notice 
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Spinifex Art Stories - Profile of  Artist 

Debbie Hansen 

"Minyma Tjuta"  August 200 
 

Debbie Hansen was born in the sixties at Cundeelee        
Mission. She grew up living a largely traditional lifestyle and 
now resides at the  remote community of Tjuntjuntjara, a 
people know as “The Spinifex People.”  
 
Debbie learned many of the old stories from her aunties 
and grandmothers and in this painting tells the story of 
Minyma Tjuta or “all the women” commonly known as the 
Seven Sisters.  
 
In the story the women were on a lengthy trip across the 
western  desert in search of a large woman python. The 
story is elaborate and lengthy and there are many private 
details of this sacred story. 
In this painting, Debbie paints the sisters as they are 
camped at   Cundeelee. The Sisters can be seen in the night 
sky as Pleiades. 
 

Story & photo reproduced with kind permission from Ilkurlka Community. 

Artwork size 600mm x 900mm 

Spinifex Art Gallery is inside the ‘Former’ 

Lady Shenton Hotel. Shenton Street Menzies  

Ph: 90 242 702 Fax: 90 242 775 

Local Stories - Menzies Volunteers Rewarded 
Ten volunteers from St John Menzies Sub Centre travelled to Kalgoorlie invited to a cocktail evening at the Rydges 

Hotelwere  in Kalgoorlie on Thursday 10th December 2009. This occasion was initiated by the Kalgoorlie Boulder 

Volunteer Centre (KBVC) as a thanks to Goldfields Volunteer Groups and volunteers for their services to their 

various communities. Jerry phoned St John’s Comm’s Centre and said Menzies Sub Centre would be unavailable for 

the night.  

A Goldrush Tour chartered bus picked up our  volunteers at 5pm and  travelled to Kalgoorlie for the nights event.. 

The Rydges looked a treat with the paths to the pool area lined with large candles and placards with all the        

volunteer groups and individual names invited to the evening. We were encouraged to take a candle and placard 

home as a memento for the evening. Starting off the evening was a challenge to win a complimentary night at 

Rydges for two for the first  person to voluntarily jump into the pool. While our group were deciding if it was too 

far to go home and change someone else took the plunge to win the prize.  It was a lovely night for a dip! 

The evening rolled along with speeches and volunteers recognised for the efforts through a roll call. After a few 

hours with us all enjoying the drinks &  nibbles the evening speeches came to an end. As our bus wasn’t due to  

collect us for another hour, the Menzies group retired to the bar and ordered some more food & drinks because 

non of us had to drive! It was a terrific night and something none of  us had expected. It was just great to get out of 

town and enjoy ourselves as a group. Those who attended were - Sam Mazza, Jerry Lenane, Marina Bauer, Katie 

Lenane, Carol McAllan, Debbie Pianto, John & Robyn McCarthy, Ken Atkinson & Sandra Hunter.  Lloyd Lansdown, 

James Mazza and  Bruce Henderson have done a lot of volunteer work for St. John's but were unable to attend as 
were the new volunteer fire fighters, Greg Clarke, Kevin Pusey and Christine Newton.  John  & Chris Nelis were   
recognized for their help with food during a call out near Menzies. Everyone deserves a THANKYOU!!!! 
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Wildlife about Menzies 
The Thorny Devil (Moloch horridus) is an Australian lizard. It is also known as the     

Thorny Dragon, Mountain Devil, Thorny Lizard. It grows up to 20 cm (8 in) in length and can live up to 20 

years, coloured in camouflaging shades of desert browns and tans; these change from pale colours when warm to 

darker colours when cold. The species is entirely covered with conical spines that are mostly uncalcified. It also 

features a spiny "false-head" on the back of the neck, the animal presents this to a potential predator by dipping its 

real head. Females are larger than males. The Thorny Devil's body is ridged in structure, and enables the animal to 

collect water from any part of its body, which is then channelled to the mouth. 

Description An intimidating array of spikes cover the entire upper side of the body, these thorny scales are a de-

fence against predators. Camouflage and deception may also be used to evade predation. It has an unusual gait, in-

volving freezing and rocking, as it slowly moves in search of its preferred diet. 

 

Habitat It inhabits arid scrub and desert over most of central Australia. In particular, it inhabits spinifex (triodia) 

sandplain and sandridge desert within the interior and mallee belt. Its distribution largely coincides more with the 

distribution of sandy and sandy loam soils than with a particular climate in western Australia (Pianka and Pianka 

1970). 

Defenses The thorny devils is covered in hard, somewhat sharp spines to dissuade predators by making it difficult 

to swallow. It also has a false head on its back: when it feels threatened it lowers its head between its front legs, 

and only the false head is visible. 

 

Diet 

The food that the devil mainly eats is ants. They can eat some thousands of ants in one 

day. They collect moisture in the dry desert via night-time condensation of dew which 

forms on the skin and is channelled to the mouth in hygroscopic grooves    between its 

spines (Bentley and Blumer 1962). During rain events, capillary action allows the   lizard 

to suck in water from all over its body. 

Children’s Christmas Colouring 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lizard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triodia_(plant_genus)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mallee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hygroscopic
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Calender of Events for Dec ‘09 - Jan ‘10 

The Resource Centre will be closed between Monday   

December 21st 2009 to Monday January 4th 2010 inclusive. 

The Menzies Community Post Office will be open for the     

collection and postage of mail as follows:- 

Monday 21 Dec  9 - 11am 

Tuesday 22 Dec  9 - 11am 

Wednesday 23 Dec  9 - 11am 

Thursday 24 Dec  9 - 11am 

Friday 25 Dec CLOSED 

 Monday 28 Dec CLOSED    

Tuesday 29 Dec  9 - 11am 

Wed 30 Dec  9 - 11am 

 Thurs 31 Dec  9 - 11am 

  Mon 4 Jan 2010  CLOSED 

  Tues 5 Jan 2010 RE-OPEN  

         for Normal Trading 

mailto:visitorcentre@menzies.wa.gov.au

